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Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year,  1959* 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Health  of  the  County  during  1959  was  satisfactory  and 
in  particular  this  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  initial  schomoS 
for  protection  against  poliomyelitis,  the  continuance  of  the 
persistent  fall  in  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  tuberculosis,  the 
continued  progress  in  the  provisions  for  the  care  of  the  aged  and 
the  preliminary  steps  to  prepare  for  the  establishment  of  the  new 
Mental  Health  Service  under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959* 

There  were  two  notified  cases  throughout  the  County  and  no 
deaths  during  the  year  under  review*  Whilst  the  percentages  of 
the  various  groups  vaccinated  were  above  the  national  average  and 
could  be  considered  reasonably  satisfactory  for  children  of  the 
0  -  16  years  of  age  group,  of  whom  approximately  nine  out  of  every 
ten  were  protected,  the  response  of  the  17  -  26  group  was  not  as 
high  as  one  would  have  hoped*  There  has  been  some  indication  that 
this  disease  is  tending  to  affect  teenagers  and  adults  as  well  as 
children  and  it  is  a  false  assumption  to  think  that  when  one  has 
reached  16  years  of  age  that  one  is  likely  to  be  immune  and  therefore 
not  susceptible  to  poliomyelitis.  All  parents  who  are  entitled  to 
obtain  protection  for  themselves  or  their  children  should  do  so  as 
soon  as  possible  either  from  the  ‘Welfare  Centres,  School  Clinics  or 
family  doctors. 

Similarly,  it  is  foolhardy  and  negligent  on  the  part  of  parents 
not  to  obtain  full  protection  for  their  children  against  the  more 
serious  diseases  of  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria  whilst  vaccination 
against  smallpox  at  an  early  age  is  eminently  desirable. 

Determined  and  patient  efforts  must  still  be  made  to  eradicate 
this  disease  and  the  tracing  and  examination  of  contacts  is  still  an 
essential  part  of  the  campaign.  The  persistent  fall  in  the  occurr¬ 
ence  of  this  disease  is  now  sufficiently  well  established  to  indicate 
that  tuberculosis  can  no  longer  be  regarded  as  one  of  our  serious 
public  health  problems. 

The  need  for  residential  accommodation  continues  to  increase 
and  much  progress  has  been  made  in  the  modernisation  of  Laburnum 
House  and  Blakebrook  whilst  in  addition  plans  are  well  in  hand  for 
the  building  of  a  new  home  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  northern  part 
of  the  County  particularly  those  residents  from  Oldbury  and 
Halesowen. 

The  provision  of  piped  water  supplies  in  rural  areas  has 
progressed  satisfactorily  and  soon  all  but  the  most  remote  rural 
areas  will  have  the  opportunity  of  taking  a  piped  water  supply. 
Associated  with  this  provision  is  the  inevitable  consequential  need 
for  the  provision  of  new  or  enlarged  facilities  for  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal.  This  service  is  even  more  expensive  to  provide 
than  that  of  piped  water  and  in  the  next  few  years  will  be  one  of 
the  major  items  of  expenditure  for  the  various  Borough  and  District 
Councils.  It  is  time  that  the  effluent  from  all  sewage  disposal 
works  conformed  at  all  times  to  the  necessary  standards  and  that 
untreated  sewage  should  never  be  allowed  to  pollute  our  rivers  even 
in  times  of  heavy  rainfall.  Adequate  provision  should  be  made  to 
separate  the  storm  waters,  so  that  the  sewage  disposal  works  are  not 
overloaded  and  are  adequate  to  deal  with  the  increased  flow. 
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AMBULANCE 

SERVICE: 


GENERAL : 


The  number  of  cases  conveyed  by  ambulance  and  the  mileage 
covered  continues  to  rise  and  this  is  due  almost  entirely  to 
the  increase  in  the  attendance  of  patients  for  out-patient 
treatment  at  hospitals,  initially  for  diagnosis  and  afterwards 
for  treatment o  The  Department  continues  to  exercise  every  care 
to  prevent  abuse  of  this  service  which  last  year  conveyed  over 
160,000  cases,  a  total  distance  of  over  600,000  miles  excluding 
those  cases  conveyed  by  hire  cars  end  the  Hospital  Car  Service. 

Whilst  the  improved  social  conditions  have  contributed  much 
to  the  general  improvement  in  the  health  of  all  sections  of 
the  population,  I  have  some  doubt  on  health  grounds  about  the 
advisability  of  mothers  going  out  to  work.  In  certain  circum¬ 
stances,  this  might  be  necessary  but  the  greatest  benefit  to 
che  family  as  a  unit  and  to  the  children  in  particular  is 
most  assured  when  the  mother  stays  at  home  to  look  after  the 
home  and  the  children.  Whilst  the  present  practice  of 
mothers  going  out  to  work  may  enhance  the  standard  of  living, 
it  might  well  contribute  to  the  increase  in  the  emotional 
disturbance  of  the  children  and  possibly  to  the  increasing 
problem  of  child  delinquency. 

I  should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Womens  Voluntary 
Service  with  special  regard  to  the  provision  of  the  Home  Help 
Service,  the  Order  of  St.  John,  The  British  lied  Cross  Society, 
The  Voluntary  Committees  of  the  County  Nursing  and  District 
Nursing  Associations,  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  the  many 
voluntary  workers  who  devote  so  much  time  to  the  service  of 
their  fellow  men. 

This  introductory  letter  gives  me  the  opportunity  to 
record  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  Chairmen  and  members  of 
Committees  for  their  continued  advice  and  encouragement  and 
to  the  officers  of  other  departments  for  their  help  in  many 
matters  affecting  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  which  is 
so  ably  and  loyally  served  by  all  members  of  my  staff. 
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County  Medical  Officer. 


Health  Department, 
Love's  Grove, 
Castle  Street, 
Worcester. 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


(as  at  31st  Decemb  er  1959) 


Chairman: 

Mr .  H.  Parke s,  J.P. 

Vice  Chairman: 

Mr.  S.  T.  Mel so m,  O.B.E. 

The  Chairman  of  the  County  ( 

Council: 

Mr.  J.  M.  C.  Higgs 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council: 

Major  M.  F.  S.  Jewell,  ( 

The  Chairman  of  the  Finance 

Committee: 

Mr.  F.  L.  Rose 

County  Aldermen: 

Mr.  R.  R.  Adam 

Mrs.  H.  C.  M.  Porter 

Mr.  J.  W.  Bright 

Col.  W.  R.  Prescott,  M 

County  Councillors: 

Major  D.  Blore,  M.C., 

Miss  E.  M.  Ncwth 

Dr.  J.  E.  Blundell-Y/illiams 

Mr.  J.  G.  Parker 

Mr.  E.  J.  Broughton 

Mr.  W.  Parke s 

Mr.  D.  G-.  Dymott 

Mr.  W.  Perrins 

Mr.  H.  Eccles 

Mr.  A.  Poole 

Mr.  F.  Giles 

Brig.  J.  Scott,  D.S.O. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Goode 

Mr.  G.  A.  Southall 

Mrs.  A.  Gunn 

Mrs.  R.  Starkie 

Mr.  H.  Hardwick 

Mr.  H.  J.  Tooby 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Iiibberd 

Mr.  E.  A.  W.  Treadgold 

Mr.  W.  F.  Kimberley 

Miss  M.  E.  Vernon 

Dr.  C.  A.  Mather 

Mr.  C.  Willetts 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Matty 

Mr.  J.  II.  Wooldridge 

Members: 


Chairman  of  Kidderminster  and  District  and  Oldbury 
Area  Sub -Committees. 


Dr.  R.  S. 
Dr.  W.  It. 

Miss  F.  E. 

Mrs.  J.  C. 
Mrs.  F.  I. 

Miss  H.  M. 
Miss  D.  S. 

Mrs.  E.  R. 
Mr.  H.  T. 


MacArthur 

Earle 

Bailey 

Wilson 

Lane 

Pollard 

Tomkinson 

Chadwick 

Stephens 


) 

) 


O.B.E. , 


T  /r  t 

iVi «  A  •  , 


Local  Medical  Committee 


Local  Dental  Committee 
County  Nursing  Association 

Women’s  Voluntary  Services 

Worcestershire  Federation  of 
W omen's  Institutes 

M i d- W or cester shire  Hospital 
Management  Committee 

South  Y/orcestershire  Hospital 
Management  Committee 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  SUB-COMMITTEE 
Mr.  H.  Parke s  (Chairman) 


Mr.  R.  R.  Adam 

Mr.  J.  G.  Parker 

Major  D.  Blore,  M.C. 

Mr.  W.  Parke s 

Mr.  D.  G.  Dymott 

Mr.  W.  Perrins 

Mr1.  H.  Eccles 

Mrs.  H.  C.  M.  Porter 

Mr.  H.  Hardwick 

Col.  ¥•  R.  Prescott,  M 

Mr.  W.  F.  Kimberley 

Mr.  hT.  J.  Tooby 

Dr.  C.  A.  Mather 

Mr.  E.  A.  Yf.  Treadgold 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Matty 

Miss  M.  E.  Vernon 

Mr.  J.  H.  Wooldridge. 

PAC-E  3 


ex-officio 


The  Chairman  of  the  County  Council  ) 
The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council  ) 
The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  ) 
The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  ) 
The  Chairman  of  the  County  Finance  Committee  ) 


Co-opted  Members 


T.  S.  Bennett,  Esq., 

Miss  D.  S.  Tomkinson,  M.A. , 

Dr.  R.  J.  Henderson,  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Miss  F.  E.  Bailey 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Chadwick 

MILK  MINOR  SUB-COMMITTEE 
Mr.  II.  Parke s  (Chairman) 

Mr.  R.  R.  Adam  Mr.  D.  G-.  Dymott 

Mr.  T.  S.  Bennett  Col.  ¥.  R.  Prescott,  M.C.,  D.L. 

Major  D.  Blore,  M.C., 

AMBULANCE  PREVENTION  AND  AFTER-CARE  SUB-COMMITTEE 
Mr-.  E.  J.  Broughton  (Chairman) 

Mr.  H.  Eccles 
Mr.  H.  Hardwick 
Mrs.  B.  Eo  Hibberd 
Mr.  J.  G-.  Parker 
Mr.  W.  Perrins 


The  Chairman  of  the  County  Council 
The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council 
The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Comitte 
The  Chairman  of  the  County  Finance  Commi 

Co-opted  Members : 

Miss  A.  E.  Dingley 

Lt.  Col.  Do  A.  Davison,  O.B.E.,  D.L., 

Dr.  R.  S.  MacArthur  or  Dr.  ¥.  K.  Earle 

The  Chairman  of  the  South  Worcestershire  After-care  Committee 
Mrs.  F.  Pratt 


Mr.  A.  Poole 

Mrs.  H.  C.  M.  Porter 

Brig.  J.  Scott,  D.S.O.,  O.B.E., 

Mr.  G-.  A.  Southall 

Mr.  C.  Willetts 

Mr.  J.  Wooldridge 

) 

^  ex-officio 


ttee 


FINANCE  AND  GENERAL  PURPOSES  SUB-COMMITTEE 
Mr.  H.  Parke s  (Chairman) 

The  Chairman  of  the  County  Council 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 

The  Chairman  of  the  County  Finance  Committee. 
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The  Chairmen  of  the  following  Sub-Committees:- 


Public  Health 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Ambulance,  Prevention  and  After-care 
Mental  Health 
Welfare 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SUB-COMMITTEE 
Mrs.  II.  C.  M.  Porter  (Chairman) 


Mr.  D.  G-.  Dymott 
Mr.  F.  Giles 
Mrs.  A.  Gunn 
Mrs.  B.  E.  Hibberd 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Matty 


Miss  E.  M.  Newth 
Mr.  J.  G.  Parker 
Mr.  W.  Perrins 
Mrs.  R.  Starkie 
Miss  M.  E.  Vernon 
Mr.  J.  H.  Wooldridge 


The  Chairman  of  the  County  Council  ) 
The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council  ) 
The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  ) 
The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  ) 
The  Chairman  of  the  County  Finance  Committee  ) 


ex-officio 


Co-opted  Members: 


Miss  T.  M.  Ashwin 

Dr.  R.  S.  MacArthur  or  Dr.  W.  K.  Earle 
Mrs.  F.  I.  Lane- 


Miss  F.  E.  Bailey 
Miss  H.  M.  Pollard 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Wilson 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SUB- COMMITTEE 
Mr .  J .  W.  Bright  ( Chairman) 


Mr.  R.  R.  Adam 

Mrs.  H.  C.  M.  Porter 

Mr.  H.  Eocles 

Mr.  G.  A.  Southall 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Goode 

Mrs.  R.  Starkie 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Hibberd 

Mr.  H.  J.  Tooby 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Matty 

Mr.  E.  A.  W.  Treadgold 

Mr.  J.  G.  Parker 

Mr.  J.  H.  Wooldridge 

Mr.  W.  Perrins 

The  Chairman  of  the  Gounty  Council 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 

The  Chairman  of  the  County  Finance  Committee 


Co-opted  Members: 

Miss  D.  S.  Tomkinson,  O.B.E.,  M.A.,  Mrs.  F.  Pratt 

Mrs.  T.  H.  Charles  Mr.  H.  T.  Stephens 

Dr.  R.  S.  MacArthur  or  Dr.  W.  K.  Earle  Mrs.  A.  E.  K.  Kent 


) 

) 

)  ex-officio 

) 

) 
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WELFARE  SUB-COMMITTEE 
Mr.  J.  G-o  Parker  (Chairman) 


Major  D.  Blore,  M.C., 
Mr.  E.  J.  Broughton 
Mr.  H.  Eccles 
Mr.  F.  Giles 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Goode 
Mrs.  A«  G-unn 
Mr.  H.  Hardwick 
Mrs.  B.  E.  Hibherd 


Dr.  C .  lx  •  Mather 
Miss  E.  M.  Newth 
Mrs.  H.  C.  M.  Porter 
Mr.  W.  Perrins 

Brig  J.  Scott,  D.3.O.,  O.B.E. 

Miss  M.  E.  Vernon 

Mr.  C.  Willetts 

Mr.  J.  H.  Wooldridge 


The  Chairman  of  the  County  Council  ) 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council  )  ex-officio 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  ) 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  ) 

The  Chairman  of  the  County  Finance  Committee  ) 


Co-opted  Members: 

Mrs.  R.  G-.  Adderibrooke, 

Mrs.  C.  Pagett 
Miss  H.  M.  Pollard 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Smallwood 


Lt.  Col.  0.  ¥.  D.  Smith,  D.L. , 

Mr.  H.  T.  Stephens 

Miss  D.  S.  Tomkinson,  O.B.E. ,  M.A. 


The  Chairman  of  the  Visiting  Committees  to  the  Old  People’s  Homes 


Heathlands  «...  . . 

Blakebrock  and  Holmwood  . . . 

Laburnum  House . 

The  Heriotts  . .  ...  ... 

Malvernbury  and  The  Howsells 
Swinf ord  Hall . .  ...  ... 


Mr.  P.  G.  Feek 
Mr.  J.  Ii.  Wooldridge 
Mrs.  R.  E.  Hethcrington 
Mrs.  R.  G-.  Addenbrooke 
Mrs.  D.  E.  Baker 
Mr.  E.  J.  Broughton 


STAFF  (as  at  31st  December,  1959) 

The  following  arc  the  Chief  Administrative  Officers :- 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer 
Dr.  J.  W.  Pickup,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer 

/ 

T.  McLaren  Galloway,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  assistant  Medical  Officer,  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare 
K.  Keane,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.O.R.C.O.G.,,  D.C.H.,  D.P.H., 

Divisional  Area  Medical  Officers 
Kidderminster: 

C.  Starkie,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  B.Sc.,  D.P.H., 

Oldbury : 

H.  Tabbush,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H., 
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Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer 

R.  B.  Mayfield,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Chief  Dental  Officer 
B.  D.  Britten,  L.D.S. 

County  Welfare  Officer 
R.  A.  McDonald 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

R.  W#  T.  Owen,  M.R.S.H.,  M.  Inst.  S.P. 

Lay  Administrative  Officer 
H.  A.  Rock 

County  Ambulance  Officer 
0.  L.  Pitt,  BcE.M. 

Mental  Health  Administrative  Officer 
W.  Phillips,  L-L.B. 

Chief  Nursing  Officer 

Miss  S.  Keeler,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.S.,  H.V. 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor 

Miss  A.  Kean,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Davis,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Occupational  Therapists,.  • 

Miss  J.  D.  Stott,  M.A.O.T. 

Miss  R.  J.  Young,  M.A.O.T. 

Orthopaedic  Sisters 

Mrs.  K.  J.  Johnson,  S.R.N.,  O.N.C.,  M.W.I. 

Miss  D.  B.  Jeavons,  M.C.S.P. 

Health  Education  Organiser 

Vacant 

Major  Staff  Changes: 

Medical  Officers: 

Dr.  B.  M.  Thompson  resigned  her  appointment  as  Senior  Administrative 
Medical  Officer  for  Maternal  and  Child  'Welfare  as  from  the  12th  uipril,  1959 
and  Dr.  Kathleen  Keane  was  appointed  as  from  the  1st  July,  1959  as  Senior 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  to  succeed  her. 

Dr.  V.  Pugh,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  retired  on  the  31st 
March,  1959  after  30  years  service  and  Dr.  E.  Patterson,  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer,  retired  on  the  30th  November,  1959  after  17  years  service. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Terrell,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  resigned  as  from 
the  30th  November,  1959* 

T.D.,M.6,Ch.6, 

Dr.  P.  B.  Williams,  'MTfi ,  was  appointed  as  Assistant  County- 
Medical  Officer  as  from  11th  May,  1959 
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STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  • «  •  » . »  . . .  •  • »  •  •  •  « » •  . « «  .  • .  438 >221 

Populations,  Census  1951*  •  .  400,738 

Registrar  General's  Estimate  of  resident  populations,  mod  1939  431,500 

Rateable  value  1959/60. » •  . » .  » » •  •••  •  o  •  <>  »  •  ••  £+,534, 23o. 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  1959/60  . .  •••  £21,113 


MILES  FEMALES  TOTAL 

Live  births  -  Legitimate®  ...  .  3 >356  3 ,128  6,484 

Illegitinate .  138  126  264 

Live  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  populations  15*6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  100  of  total  live  births  3*9 


MALES  FEMALES  TOTAL 

Still  births  .  93  91  184 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  26.4 


MALES  FEMALES 

Total  Live  .and  still  births  ..  ...  ...  3,587  3,345 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  ...  88  71 

Infant  mortality  rates- 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  ... 

Legitimate  "  "  "  legitimate  live  births  • . • 

Illegitimate  "  "  "  illegitimate  "  "  ... 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  . 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  ... 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  ( still  births  and  deaths  under 
one  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ... 


TOTAL 

6,932 

159 

23.6 

23.3 

30.3 

17.6 

15.3 
42.0 


Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths . .  . .  .  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births . 0.14 


MALES  FEMALES  TOTAL 
Death  So .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . .  2503  2237  4,740 

Death  rate  pur  1,000  of  estimated  population..  10.9 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) . .  1 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  .  NIL 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  (under  1  year  cf  age)  3 
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(a)  Arrlyad  at  by  excluding  daaths  of  non-rasldonts  and  Include  deaths  of  persons  properly  belonging  to 
nist.rir.t-  but  who  died  outside  these  districts. 


(a)  Arrived  at  oy  excluding  u»ow» 
the  District,  but  who  died  outside  these  districts. 

(b)  These  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General. 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES: 

Birth  Rate  16.5  per  1,000 

Death  Rate  1 1  .6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  22  "  B 

Still  Birth  Rate  20.7  "  " 


Maternal  Mortality 

(Total  Rate)  0.32  exc.  Abortion 

Neo  Natal  Mortality 

Rate  15.8 


' 


(b)  The  deaths  are  those  ascribed  to  Pregnancy  or  Childbirth.  These  figures  exclude  Non-Civilian 
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Notifications  and  Deaths  from  certain  causes 


Iblernal  and  Child  Tfclfare 


County  Statistics  -  Registrar  General*  s  Figures  194-9  ~  1959 

and  Wales  1959 


Mid  year  estimates 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

STILLBIRTHS 

DEATHS 

Peri- 

County 

0  -  r 

1  -  4 

'  o-~5 

natal 
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2,716,00  0 

3,452^00 

Live  Births 

This  figure  is  again  "below  the  national  rate.  Illegitimate 
live  "births  numbered  3,9  of  the  total  corrpared  with  the  national 
rate  of  5*1  per  100. 

Live  births  totalled  6,748,  232  more  than  last  year. 


Haternal  Ibrtality 


The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  o,14-  per  1,000  total  births, 
the  lowest  rate  yet  recorded,  and  compared  favourably  with  the 
national  rate  of  0.32. 

The  death  of  one  county  mother  has  been  recorded  during  the  year 
as  due  to  pregnancy.  Death  resulted  from  cardiac  arrest  following 
caesarean  section  in  hospital.  This  mother*  s  previous  seven 
confinements  had  been  normal.,  her  eighth  pregnancy  followed  a 
normal  course,  but  complications  arose  during  labour,  necessitating 
operation.  All  efforts  at  resuscitation  failed. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortal. ity  rate  was  23.6  (19  in  1958).  Comparing 
legitimately  born  with  il le gi timat e s  the  rates  were  respectively 
23.3  and  30.3  (18  and  39  in  1958). 

The  Registrar  General  records  the  death  of  159  infants  under 
one  year*  of  age,  103  of  whom  died  in  the  first  week  of  life. 

Details  are  available  for  156  (9 8/4)  of  the  total  and  the  main 
causes  of  those  are  shown  in  the  tables. 
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1st 

Week. 


33  Convulsive  Asphyxia  (l) 

Lack  of  attention  at  birth  (2) 

Birth  Trauma  (14) 


^22^222^^  Congenital  Abnormalities  (15) 


Pulmonary  Conditions  (26) 


Prematurity  (44) 


1-4 

Weeks 


f[j  Prematurity  (l) 

Birth  Trauma  (l) 

HU  Other  infections  (3) 

Congenital  abnormalities  (4) 


Pulmonary 


conditions 


4-32 

Weeks. 


||j  Anaesthetics  (l) 
m  Malignant  disease  (l) 
^'[  Other  infections  (2) 


Asphyxia 


Pulmonary7  conditions  (12) 


Congenital 


Abnormalities 


(13) 


first  y,hkk;  deaths 

Prematurity  ms  the  cause  in  44  ( 41/°) ,  of  whom  14  had  a  birth 
weight  of  under  2  lbs.  end  26  a  birth  might  under  3 lbs.  l+oz* 
lll/o  died  in  the  first  hour  of  life,  and  37 %  within  the  first 
24  hours.  90 p/°  of  the  total  died  in  hospital. 

Pulmonary  conditions  accounted  for  26  ( 25>°) ,  and  almost  one- 
third  of  those  were  also  premature.  Broncho-pneumonia  was  the 
cause  in  10  (38/0) ,  atelectasis  in  12  (4670)*  Pour  (l5/°)  died  as 
a  result  of  hyaline  membrane,  all  of  whom  were  premature,  weighing 
21b s.  4ozs.  to  4  lbs.  Goss*,  all  were  born  in  hospital,  one  by 
caesarean  section,  the  age  at  dea.th  ranged  from  5  to  48  hours. 
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Congenital  abnormalities  were  responsible  for  15  (l 5%)*,  end 
half  of  those  had  a  congenital  heart  defect.  Three  (20%)  had 
renal  abnormal  it  ie  s ,  one  (6%)  had  an  intestinal  naif  creation,  one 
an  encephalocoele,  one  an  extensive  spinal  neningocele,  one 
hydrocephalus  and  one  multiple  abnormalities* 

Fourteen  (12%)  of  the  deaths  resulted  from  birth  trauma,  and  85% 
of  those  were  certified  as  intracranial  haemorrhage.  30%  were 
premature,  and  15$  were  over  81bs.  in  birth  weight.  Two  (15%)  were 
home  confinements  one  of  those  failed  to  summon  attention  in  time, 
and  one  ms  a  protracted  labour.  Of  the  ethers,  who  were  hospital 
deliveries,  one  ms  a  caesarean  section,  one  was  a  precipitate  labour 
3  (21%)  were  protracted  births* 

One  infant  aged  2  days  died  of  convulsive  asphyxia. 


Deaths  1-  4  weeks 


Only  15  (9%)  of  the  total  for  whom  details  are  available  died 
in  this  period.  One  death  was  associated  with  birth  trauma,  one 
was  due  to  raenigococcal  meningitis,  one  to  cytomegalic  inclusion 
disease,  one  to  meconium  ileus.  41%  died  at  home  and  60%  of  those 
were  due  to  acute  respiratory  infections. 

De aths  1-12  months 

Congenital  abnormality  was  the  chief  cause  here  accounting  for 
almost  50%  of  the  total,  and  in  72%  of  those  the  abnormality  ms 
cardiac,  two  were  due  to  fibroelastosis  and  two  others  had  a 
cardiac  abnormality  with  associated  mongolism. 

Pulmonary  conditions  were  the  cause  in  another  12  (30%)  all  of 
which  were  acute  chest  infections,  and  35%’  of  those  died  in 
hospital. 

Five  infants  (13%)  in  this  age  group  died  from  asphyxia,  three 
as  a  result  of  inhalation  of  regurgitated  stomach  contents  and 
two  through  occlusion  of  external  orifices  of  respiration,  by 
lying  against  a  pillow*  One  death  ms  due  to  each  of  the  fol laving 
meningococcal  meningitis,  acute  nephritis,  an  anaesthetic,  and  a 
new  growth. 

Mortality  in  the  first  year  of  life  ms  occasioned  through  three 
main  causes,  prematurity,  congenital  malformation,  pulmonary 
conditions  (55%  of  which  were  duo  to  acute  infections),  each, 
from  the  above  figures,  carrying  an  almost  equal  toll.  Tho 
etiology  of  congenital  malformation  is  still  largely  obscure, 
and  a  high  proportion  of  prematures  are  so  bora,  without  known 
cause,  much  research  and  close  observation  is  needed  to  elucidate 
causation  if  our  infant  mortality  is  to  be  further  lowered. 

Causes  of  death  l_^_J5-_yegrs  (same  scale  as  0  -  1  graph) 

Details  are  available  by  24-  cases.  The  causes  are  shewn  in 
tho  table. 
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Ill  tills  age  group  of  1  year  to  5  years  of  age  the  child  is  now 
mobile,  end  at  the  mercy  of  his  environment,  and  every  precaution 
is  necessary  to  ensure  that  this  is  a  safe  one.  25%  of  mortality 
here  ms  due  to  home  accidents.  Three  children  aged  respectively 
15  months,  3  and  4  years,  all  of  one  family  lost  their  lives  in  a 
fire  tragedy,  when  their  home  was  set  ablaze,  it  is  believed,  by 
a  paraffin  heater.  One  child  aged  two  years  died  of  carbon 
monoxide  poisoning  by  mains  gas  from  a  gas  fire,  another  aged 
20  months  died  from  asphyxia  due  to  hanging,  and  one  child  aged 
3  years  was  electrocuted. 

Ten  other  deaths  (43/0  were  clue  to  acute  infections,  5  due  to 
broncho  -pneumonia,  one  to  staphylococcal  pneumonia,  one  to 
influenzal  pneumonia,  and  two  to  acut.e  respiratory  tract  Infect. 

Congenital  abnormalities  claimed  11%  and  in  60%  the  abnormality 
was  cardiac. 


Stillbirths 

County  stillbirths  this  year  totalled  184,  the  highest  figure 
since  1947,  ana  37  more  than  last  year.  3*2%  were  illegitimate 
as  compared  with  5*8 %  in  1957  and  6. 3/7  in  1958. 

Details  on  166,  90%  of  the  total  are  available,  the  causes  are 
shown  in  the  table.  Five  mothers  failed  to  seek  any  ante-natal 

care,  in  all  the  foetus  would  appear  to  have  been  dead  at  the 
onset  of  labour,  the  cause  having  been  pre-eclamptic  toxaemia, 
rhesus  Incompatability,  or  placenta  praevia.  Carefully  timed 
treatment  in  all  might  have  resulted  in  a  live  birth.  Two 
others  sought  a  limited  amount  of  core,  but  frequently  defaulted 
on  appointments  made  for  them.  Two  were  associated  with  lack 
of  attention  at  birth,  help  not  being  summoned  in  time.  Records 
show  that  the  foetus  was  dead  before  the  onset  of  labour  in  51% 
of  cases  and  40%  of  those  were  induced.  15%  were  home 
deliveries,  and  in  55%  of  those  the  baby  was  known  to  be  dead 
before  the  onset  of  labour. 
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Main  Causes  of  County  Stillbirths  and  peri-natal  deaths 


Congenital  abnormalities  formed  one  quarter  of  the  total,  69%  of  those  had  an 
abnormality  incompatible  with  life,  and  a  further  6%  had  one  probably  incompatible 
with  life.  One  grossly  abnormal  foetus  had  no  umbilical  cord.  AnenCephally  alone 
or  in  association  with  another  abnormality  formed  5b%.  In  19%  the  abnormality 
was  hydrocephally,  and  half  of  those  had  a  further  additional  abnormality,  10%  were 
associated  with  severe  cardiac  defects.  The  pattern  in  type  of  abnormality  ig 
here  very  different  from  that  causing  infant  death  later  on,  anencephally 
predominates  as  a  cause  of  stillbirth,  few  cardiac  defects  are  gross  enough  to  do 
this,  the  infant  survives  the  hazards  of  birth  to  have  life  terminated,  several  weeks 
or  months  later,  cardiac  malformations  predominating  In  the  infant  mortality  figures. 

26%  of  all  congenital  abnormalities  found  in  association  with  stillbirth  were  to 
mothers  aged  under  26  years  and  who  were  in  their  first  pregnancy,  a  sad  onset  to 
reproductive  effort.  The  highest  Incidence  of  abnormality  occurred  in  the  maternal 
age  group  25  -  30  years.  Incidence  was  equal  in  the  age  groups  20  -  25  years  and 
30-35  years  (but  total  births  were  less  in  the  latter).  39%  of  the  total  were 
primigravidae,  and  a  further  39%  had  one  child  only.  The  abnormal  foetus  was 
associated  with  maternal  toxaemia  in  12  cases  (26%),  with  severe  maternal  anaemia 
in  one  other,  and  with  small  placentae  ( k  -  12  ozs.)  in  two  others.  One  had  no 
umbilical  cord,  the  placenta  being  directly  attached  to  the  foetus  and  another  had  a 
true  knot  of  the  umbilical  cord.  Thus  in  37%  of  cases  there  was  an  indication  of  the 
possibility  of  an  associated  placental  insufficiency. 

Three  of  the  mothers  had  a  previous  stillbirth,  3  others  had  a  previous 
miscarriage,  and  one  mother  had  3  previous  miscarriages  -  possibly  indicating  a  degree 
of  subfertility. 

Pre-eclamptic  toxaemia  would  appear  to  have  been  responsible  for  the  stillbirth 
in  29  (17%)  cases,  and  to  have  been  a  contributory  cause  in  a  further  9  (5%),  37%  had 
an  associated  ante- part urn  haemorrhage,  half  of  whom  were  induced  for  bleeding,  17%  of 
those  with  toxaemia  were  Induced  because  of  it,  and  In  58%  the  foetus  was  known  to  be 
dead  before  the  onset  of  labour.  2  cases  (or  6%)  were  postmature  by  dates,  21  (72%) 
were  premature,  38%  were  first  pregnancies,  two  (or  18%)  of  whom  were  aged  under 
20  years.  81%  were  aged  over  25  years,  and  38%  of  those  were  in  their  first  pregnancy, 
33%  In  their  second,  20%  In  their  third.  Seven  stillbirths  (Z|%  of  total)  were 
associated  with  rhesus  incompatability,  and  in  5  of  those,  the  mothers  gave  birth  to  a 
hydrops  foetalis. 

All  v/ere  Institutional  deliveries,  5  were  born  prematurely,  3  following  induction. 
One  full  term  case  did  not  realise  she  was  pregnant  and  sought  no  ante-natal  care. 

One  with  a  high  titre  of  anti-bodies  was  Induced  at  31  weeks,  her  previous  Infant  had  a 
replacement  transfusion  at  birth.  One  with  a  history  of  one  previous  stillbirth,  and 
3  live  born,  went  into  spontaneous  labour  at  31  weeks  gestation  and  was  delivered  of  a 
macerated  hydrops  foetalis.  Another  mother  with  a  history  of  a  previous  stillbirth 
was  medically  Induced  at  36  weeks  gestation  and  delivered  of  a  macerated  hydrops 
foetalis.  While  another  with  a  rising  titre  of  antibodies  from  the  6th  month,  whose 
previous  infant  had  an  exchange  transfusion,  at  term  had  a  caesarean  section  for  ante¬ 
partum  haemorrhage,  a  hydrops  foetalis  was  born.  Of  the  remaining  two,  one  went  into 
spontaneous  labour  at  36  weeks  gestation,  and  gave  birth  to  a  macerated  foetus,  the 
other  had  antibodies  which  rapidly  increased  at  the  36th  week  when  induction  was  carried 
out,  but  failed  to  give  a  live  born  infant. 

In  eleven  cases,  or  6.5%,  foetal  death  appeared  to  be  associated  with  delivery 
and  birth  trauma,  tv/o  of  those  were  born  before  arrival  of  the  attendant  and  were  breech 
deliveries.  Three  were  premature,  and  four  were  postmature  by  dates,  nine  were  born 

in  hospital.  One  mother  aged  22  years  with  a  history  of  a  previous  stillbirth,  and 
one  miscarriage  was  induced  for  post-maturity,  a  difficult  forceps  delivery  followed. 
Delivery  In  a  multigravida  aged  k3  years  was  complicated  by  impacted  shoulders,  one 
mother  developed  a  contraction  ring  and  had  an  eventual  caesarean  section.  A  multi- 
gravida  at  term  had  an  abnormal  presentation,  obstructed  labour  eventuated,  and  finally 
caesarean  section  was  carried  out.  A  mother  of  I4O  years  In  her  second  pregnancy  was 
induced  at  term,  a  complicated  breech  delivery  followed,  post-mortem  demonstrated  an 
intra-cranial  haemorrhage.  Tv/o  others  had  very  strong  contractions  and  rapid 
deliveries.  One  was  a  trial  labour  terminating  in  caesarean  section. 

Post  maturity  was  a  possible  bause  in  3  cases  (1.5%),  all  were  Induced. 

Cord  prolapse  occurred  in  five  cases,  forceps  delivery  in  three,  and  a  quick 
breech  extraction  in  another  failed  to  save  life.  7%  of  deaths  (12)  appeared  to 
be  due  to  ante-partum  haemorrhage  without  demonstrated  toxaemia,  one  of  those  had 
sought  no  ante-natal  care,  one  mother  had  a  similar  termination  to  a  previous  pregnancy, 
half  v/ere  induced  for  bleeding  and  in  half  the  bleeding  occurred  before  the  30th  week 
of  gestation,  three  were  due  to  placenta  praevia.  In  5  cases  of  twin  birth,  one  was 
liveborn  and  the  other  stillborn,  both  twins  were  stillborn  due  to  unknown  cause 
in  another  case. 
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Tho  cause  of  intra-uterine  death  ■was  unknown  in  2 6  (l5/->)> 
17  of  those  were  premature*  In  a  further  10  ( 6/j)  tlie  co.use 
of  death  was  obscure,  but  mould  appear  to  have  been  associated 
with  a  true  knot  of  cord  in  two,  rad  with  a  tight  cord  around 
the  neck  in  three# 


Placental  abnormal ities*  Infarcts  mere  described  in  17  cases 
rwir  associa.ted  in  9  with  pro-eclamptic  toxaemia  in  one  with 
po st  -maturity ,  in  one  with  a.  true  knot  of  cord,  and  in  two  with  a 
hydrocephalic  infant ,  in  the  remaining  four  the  pregnancy 
appeared  normal*  Calcification  of  the  placenta,  v/as  described 
in  6  (5.5%),  one  bad  an  associa.ted  ante -par  tur.i  haemorrhage,  one 
a  pre-eclamptic  toxaemia,  and  one  was  thought  to  be  associated 
with  defective  oestrogen  supply.  Small  placentae,  weighing 
4  to  12  ozs.  were  described  in  a  further  8  cases  (5 %),  two  were 
associateci  with  a  foetal  abnor  ire.  lily,  one  with  ante -par  turn 
haemorrhage,  and  two  with  pre -eclamptic  toxaemia. 

Two  stillbirths  were  associated  with  maternal  coma  in 
known  diabetics,  and  in  two  ca.ses  foetal  death  was  thought  to 
be  associated  with  a  severe  attack  of  influenza  in  the  mother. 
Taking  the  figures  a.s  a  whole  it  appears  a  tra.gedy  that  some 
mothers  fail,  in  whole  or  in  part  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
excellent  ante-natal  care  available  within  the  National  Health 
Service  of  today.  Caneful  vigilance  is  necessary  to  detect  and 
treat  the  first  sign  of  toxaemia  and  to  deal,  with  those  who  may 
show  evidence  of  rhesus  incompatability.  Further  research 
may  enlighten  us  on  the  death  in  utero  new  occurring  from 
unknown  cause,  and  on  congenital  abnormality  responsible  for 
the  greatest  proportion  of  this  foetal  loss. 

Perinatal  Mortality 

The  county  rate  this  year  was  42  (last  year  31*6)  from 
the  figures  provided  by  tie  Registrar  General  of  184  stillbirths 
and,  103  first  week  deaths. 


The  county  continued  to  participate  in  a  peri-natal 
mortality  enquiry  carried  out  by  the  General  Register 
Office  and  Ministry  of  Health  until  Juno  30th-  at  which  time 
this  enquiry  came  to  an  end# 


Ptyarature 


There  were  103  premature  stillbirths  and  459  premature 
live  births  (369  in  hospital,  89  at  home,  and  one  in  a 
nursing  home)  to  county  mothers. 
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Of  the  369  born  In  hospital,  30  died  within  2k  hours,  19  of  whom  weighed  31bs.  lozs. 
or  less,  and  279  survived  28  days.  Of  the  89  born  at  home,  Gk  were  nursed  entirely 
there,  k  of  those.  Including  two  with  a  birth  weight  of  31bs.  k  ozs.  or  less  died  within 
tb4  first  2k  hours,  59  survived  28  days.  Twenty  five  prematures  bom  at  home  were 
transferred  to  hospital,  6  of  those  came  within  the  weight  groups  of  31bs.  k  ozs.  or 
less,  k  of  whom  died  within  the  first  2k  hours  and  one  only  survived  28  days.  One 
other  transferred  Infant  in  the  weight  group  libs.  6ozs.  to  libs.  15  ozs.  failed  to 
survive  to  28  days. 

The  infant  born  in  a  nursing  home,  in  the  weight  range  libs.  15  ozs.  to 
51bs.  8  ozs.  was  nursed  entirely  there,  and  survived  28  days.  Details  are  available 
for  7l%  of  the  premature  live  births  and  the  causes  of  prematurity  are  shown  in  the 
table. 


Though  of  premature  weight,  pregnancy  was  estimated  to  be  at  term  in  18%  of  cases, 
and  this  was  so  in  50%  of  the  babies  of  twin  pregnancy.  Of  those  attributed  to 
toxaemia  3l%  were  induced  or  had  caesarean  section  for  this  cause.  Of  the  total 
concerning  whom  details  are  known,  6%  are  known  to  have  been  prematurely  induced  or  had 
caesarean  section  before  term,  for  causes  such  as  toxaemia,  disproportion,  history  of 
previous  stillbirth,  or  failing  foetal  heart  in  later  weeks  of  pregnancy.  In  3  cases 
premature  labour  was  known  to  be  habitual. 
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The  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Association  through  its  -workers 
has  continued  to  act  as  the  County  Council* s  agent  in  helping 
the  expectant  mother  of  an  illegitimate  child.  The  County 
Council  assisted  in  maintaining  J)o  cases  in  Mother  and  Bahy  Homes 
during  the  year,  all  hut  one  of  which  were  admitted  to  homes 


outside  of  the  County.  St.  Catherines,  Malvern,  providing  24  beds 
is  at  present  the  only  home  in  the  county,  admissions  there  during 
the  year  numbered  33,  with  an  average  duration  of  stay  of  Sy  weeks. 


SECTION  22 


National  Health  Service  Act.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 


Eight  county  ante-natal  clinics  were  open  a.t  the  end  of  the 
year.  Attendance  figures  followed  the  trend  of  previous  years, 
and  eight  other  clinics  were  closed.  Parentcraft  and  ante-natal 
exercise  classes  continued  at  centres  throughout  the  county,  and 
here  the  midwife,  physiotherapist,  health  visitor,  and  in  some  areas 
the  doctor,  combined  in  activity  to  educate  the  mother  during  this 
receptive  time.  A  1  Unis' try  of  Health  circular  in  July  commended  for 
implementation  a  number  of  the  recommendations  in  the  Report  of  the 
Maternity  Services  Committee  1959,  (Crahbrook  report)  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a  wider  field  for  mothercraft  instruction  may  open  in 
the  future  to  county  council  staff* 


Cjiili  Jblf are ,  Centres 

There  were  97  clinics  and  5  weighing  and  food  distribution 
centres  open  at  the  end  of  the  year,  providing  223  sessions  per 
month,  and  averaging  one  centre  per  315  pre-school  child  population. 
Eleven  of  the  centres  continued  to  be  served  by  the  mobile  van. 

New  clinics  we re  opened  at  Headless  Cross  and  Redditch,  and  the 
rural  mobile  clinic  at  Eastham  transferred  to  Pen  sax.  The  clinic 

at  Stoulton  transferred  to  better  accommodation  at  Brakes  Broughton, 
the  Worcester  centre  closed  in  April. 

Total  attendances  during  the  year  were  93,650,  an  increase  of 
almost  8,000  on  1953  figures,  the  main  increase  related  to  children 
under  one  yearn*  of  age,  though  the  figures  in  the  ether  pre-school 
ago  groups  each  rose  by  over  1, OCX)  also.  70/1  of  children  under  the 
age  of  1  year  attended  clinics.  Group  Health  Education  was 
undertaken  at  more  centres,  and  the  staff  always  willing  showed 
their  desire  to  co-operate  in  this.  Its  extension  to  centres  in 
some  areas  was  hindered  through  lack  of  suitable  premises  of 
adequate  size,  the  establishment  here  of  mothers  clubs  holding 
their  meeting  at  a  different  time  of  the  day  may  prove  a  solution, 
one  such  club  was  opened  in  December. 

Gratitude  is  due  to  the  loyal  band  of  voluntary  helpers  without 
whom  much  of  clinic  activity  mould  remain  undone. 

Welfare  Roods 


There  were  a  total  of  146  distribution  points  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  clinic  centres  fanning  6Qy  of  the  whole. 

Nurseries  aha  Child  Hinders 


No  day  nurseries  anc  now  maintained  by  the  County  Council. 

Pour  private  nurseries  and  five  daily  minders  were  registered  under 
the  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  providing  places  for  66  and  44  children  respectively. 
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Neglected  children 


Local  committees  with  a  membership  consisting  of  representatives 
of  many  social  agencies  continue  to  function,  to  discuss  cases, 
and  plan  future  action.  More  and  more  it  becomes  evident  that 
success  am  only  be  achieved  through  efforts  aimed  at  training  and 
rehabilitation  of  the  family  as  a  whole,  and  with  this  end  in 
view.  One  mother  with  her  two  children  were  sent  to  the  Crowley 
House  residential  'training  home  during  the  year.  This  home  also 
partakes  in  rehabilitation  of  the  husband  by  permitting  his  sta.y 
there  at  weekends.  But  this  covers  only  a  fraction  of  problem 
family  homes,  and  members  of  the  various  social  agencies  continue 
to  visit  the  others,  with  limited  degrees  of  success.  More 
intensive  and  constant  supervision  and  help  provided  through  one 
agency  might  possibly  achieve  more  providing  sufficient  time  can 
be  devoted  to  each  individual  family. 

material  Bbjgtal  ity 

The  death  of  another  mother  can  be  counted  as  associated  with 

her  pregnancy.  (Her  death  was  due  to  peritonitis  and  bi-lateral  broncho-pneumonia 
following  obstruction  to  two  loops  of  small  intestine  in  the  region  of  a  previous 
gastrectomy.) 


ANNUAL  IMPORT  OP  CHIEF  DENTAL  CFFICKR  - 


DjEITAL  TREAMITHT  CP  EXPECTANT  AID  NURSING-  MOTHERS 
'  AID  PRE-SCHOOL  QIILDREN 


For  the  first  time  in  recent  years  there  was  a  slight  falling 
off  in  tlie  numbers  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  also 
children  under  five  receiving  dental  treatment  through  the  County 
Dental  Service.  Two  factors  are  mainly  responsible  for  this, 
the  first  being  that  fewer  ante-natal  cases  are  being  dealt  with 
by  the  County  Maternity  Services  and  the  second  that,  though  not 
apparent  in  the  staffing  returns  figure s  of  the  position  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  for  a.  large  part  of  "die  year  there  were  actually  fewer 
dental  officers  warldLng  in  the  County  than  in  the  previous  year. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  still  to  be  deplored  that  so  few  expectant  or 
nursing  mothers  can  be  persuaded  to  receive  dental  treatment  rind 
that  very  few  indeed  actually  request  it.  Once  again,  too, 
mention  must  be  made  of  the  very  high  percentage  (over  37/°)  of  such 
persons  as  are  found  in  need  of  treatment  who  fail  either  to  accept 
any  treatment  at  all  or  to  continue  with  it  to  completion. 


Strenuous  efforts  are  made  by  tie  medical  staff  to  persuade 
expectant  mothers  to  have  their  teeth  attended  to  as  early  as 
possible  during  pregnancy,  but  old  prejudices  die  hard  and,  though, 
submitting  in  some  cases  to  dental  examination,  many  women  still 
insist  on  delaying  dental  treatment  until  after  the  birth  of  their 
child,  by  which  time  it  is  too  late  to  avert  the  harmful  effects 
the  mother*  s  septic  teeth  may  have  on  the  developing  child. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  suitable  dental  technician  was 
appointed  and  the  County  Dental  Laboratory  started  to  function  on 
1st  January  i960. 


Evening  sessions  were  again  held  in  Oldbury,  Stourbridge  and 
Kidderminster  and  daytime  ones  at  Brans  grove,  Redditch  and  Stourport. 
X-ray  facilities  exist  at  Oldbury,  Halesowen,  Stourbridge,  Kidder¬ 
minster  and  Redditch  and  also  in  the  throe  mobile  denta.l  units. 

B.D.  BRITTEN 
Chief  Dental  Officer. 
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DENTAL  CASE  OP  EXPECTANT  AMD  NURSING-  OTHERS  AND  CHILDREN  UNDER  SCHOOL  AGS 


(l )  (a)  Number  of  Officers  employed  at  end  of  year  on  a  salary 

basis  in  terns  of  whole— time  officers  to  the  maternity 
and  child  welfare  service 

(1 )  Senior  Dental  Officer 

(2)  Dental  Officers 

Moth 

(b)  Number  of  officers  employed  a.t  end  of  year  on  a 
sessional  basis  in  terns  of  whole-time  officers 
to  the  mtemity  and  child  welfare  service 

- 

(c)  Number  of  dental  clinics  in  operation  at  end  of  year 

13 

(d)  Total  number  of  sessions  (i#e*  equivalent  couplet e  half 

days)  devoted  to  maternity  and  child  welfare  patients 
during  the  year 

291 

(e)  Pur  her  of  dental  technicians  employed  in  the  Local 

Health  Authority1  s  own  laboratories  at  the  end  of 
the  year 

- 

(2)  DENTAL  TPJEASTOfT  RETURN 


A*  NUMBERS  PROVIDED  UITH  DENIAL  CARE: 


Pbrnrrn  nod 

Needing  Treatment 

(3) 

Treated 

Made  dentally  fit 
(5) 

(1) 

(2) 

(4) 

Expectant  &  Nursing  Mothers 

305 

■-  ■  ■ .  ■  ■ - - — - -  .  —  —  .  .| 

292 

— 

241 

183 

Children  under  five 

491 

458 

430 

409 

B.  FCRMS  OP  DENTAL  TREATMENT  PROVIDED 


Scalings 

Pil  lings 

Silver 

Crowns 

Extrac- 

Gen: 

Dentures 

and  gum 
treatment 

Nitrate 

treatment 

or 

Inlays 

tions 

anaes¬ 

thet¬ 

ics 

Pull 

Upper 

or 

Partial 

Upper 

or 

Rad' 

era: 

Lower 

Lower 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

0 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

115 

606 

- 

1,112 

33 

84 

61 

5 

Children  under 
five 

- 

203 

_ 

_ 

19 

1,024 

299 

— 

— 

mm 

- — 

. 

I 
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SECTION  23 


National  Health  < Service  Act«[  <  Mddsdfery  Service  and  Supervision 
of  Hidwives 

Domiciliary  deliveries  attended  by  mi  drives  numbered  2,239 
this  year,  33*9 7°  of  births  to  county  mothers,  and  23  fewer  than  in 
1953*  99.7 7°  had  a  booked  doctor,  only  5  mothers  this  year  having 

failed  to  do  so,  as  compared  with  39  in  1957?  and  15  in  1953. 

The  doctor  was  present  at  delivery  in  19.3/°.  The  infant  was  wholly 
breast  fed  in  72*4/5  °f  cases  at  ’die  14th  day.  The  high  rate  of 
early  discharge  of  cases  delivered  in  hospital  continued,  thus 
adding  to  the  district  nurse  midwives  work. 

Medical  aid  in  domiciliary  cases  ms  summoned  220  times,  two 
fe\7cr  than  last  year.  Notification  of  infections  conditions  were  - 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum  14;  Puerperal  pyrexia  75* 

The  Flying  Squad  was  called  out  to  19  cases  during  the  year, 

7  with  retained  placenta( of  which  one  vas  transferred  to  hospital) 

6  for  obstetric  shock,  5  for  post-par  tun  haemorrhage  and  one  case  of 
concealed  ante-partun  haemorrliage,  which,  ms  transferred  to  hospital 
following  a  blood  transfusion. 

Premature  outfits  were  issued  in  2  cases.  There  were  109  sets 
of  apparatus  for  gas  and  air  analgesia,  and  one  for  trilene  in  use 
by  County  Council  employed  midwives  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  86/0 
of  mothers  delivered  on  the  district  had  gp.s  and  air,  2.54  had  trilene, 
and  46.74  pet  hi  dene. 

County  _Staf f 

104  domiciliary  midwives  wore  employed  by  the  County  Council 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  11  whole  time  of  whom  two  were  approved  as 
teachers,  giving  an  equivalent  of  whole-time  staff  of  55*  5,  a. 
proportion  of  one  full-time  midwife  per  7? 345  population  and  an 
average  of  21  deliveries  per  midwife.  Eleven  pupil  midwives 
completed  their  training  in  the  county  during  the  year. 

Supervision  of  Midwives 

One  whole-time  and  two  part-time  officers  at  headquarters  gave 
the  equivalent  of  1.37  officers  in  the  non-medical  supervision  of 
midwives.  Visits  were  paid  to  county  staff,  private  midwives, 
maternity  units  and  nursing  homes  undertaking  midwifery. 


Private  mi  drives 


Fifteen  midwives  (including  two  in  private  nursing  homes) 
notified  their  intention  to  practice  this  year,  and  attended  32 
conf inements,  8  of  those  midwives  were  qualified  to  administer 
irilialational  analgesics. 

Hospital  midwives 


Thirtyfivo  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice 
and  27  of  those  were  qualified  to  administer  inhalational 
analgesics.  Institutional  deliveries  in  the  area,  numbered 
2,632,  21  more  than  last  year. 
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■  AdwkPcry  -  Night  ftota  System 


Except  in  the  thickly  populated  towns  the  domiciliary  work 
has  decreased  raid  there  has  keen  no  need  to  arrange  a  night  rota 
sgs ter,  especially  a.s  area  relief  nurses  have  keen  appointed  to 
cover  the  majority  of  the  areas.  In  the  toms  there  are  a 
sufficient  number  of  rn drives  to  allow  then  to  arrange  a  rota 
between  themselves.  The  position  however  is  constantly  under 
review. 


san__i Lorl-rk  helfare  workers  Report:-  During  1959,  'the 
Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  7/elfare  Work  were  in  touch  with  264 
new  cases,  in  addition  to  143  referred  in  previous  years  and  still 
needing  care. 


Of  these  199  were  expectant  mothers  and  l6l  were  living  in  ‘the 
County;  158  were  single  girls  on  referral  and  41  had  keen  married 
arid  were  either  separated,  divorced  or  widowed. 


60  Expectant  mothers  were  admitted  to  Mother  and  Baby  Homes. 

k2  of  whom  received  varying  amounts  of  help  through  the  Health  Department  of 
the  County  Council  towards  their  fees,  thus  supplementing  National 
Insurance  Benefits  and/or  help  from  parents,  the  father  of  the  child  or 
their  own  savings. 


10  married  the  father  of  the  child  before  confinement  and 

12  left  the  district  before  confinement  and  were  referred  wherever  possible 
to  the  Worker  for  the  area  into  which  they  moved. 


1  refused  help. 


116  stayed  in  their  homes  or  with  relatives  or  in  lodtngs  and  were  mainly 
confined  in  Hospital. 


82  Babies  were  still  with  their  mothers  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  their 
parents*  or  relatives'  homes  or  in  lodgings,  only  2  of  these  were  In 
Mother  and  Baby  Hostels,  where  they  go  to  work,  full  or  part-time. 


7  Babies  were  with  Foster-mothers. 


3  had  been  admitted  to  Nurseries  (1  Voluntary  and  2  Local  Authority). 


45  Babies  were  placed  for  adoption. 

3 h  Babies  were  unborn  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


In  some  cases  It  has  been  possible  to  help  the  married  woman  (separated) 
to  become  reconciled  with  her  husband  and  in  a  few  instances,  the  baby  has  been 
accepted  by  him,  but  in  others,  where  this  was  not  possible,  the  baby  has  been 
placed  for  adoption  in  order  to  help  them  to  make  a  fresh  start. 


PAGE  23 


The  oo -operation  given  “by  the  Health  Depa.rtr.ient  in  carrying 
out  this  work  is  invaluable  to  the  Diocesan  Association  and  greatly 
appreciated  "by  many  of  those  needing  help. 

Section  24.  i  National  Headth  Sen/ice  Act.  Health  Visiting  Service 

A  Ministry  of  Health  circular  in  October  indicated  general 
agreement  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Working  Party  on  Health 
Visiting.  The  report  on  this  enquiry  estimated  that  an  average  of 
one  health  visitor  to  4,300  population  ms  desirable  on  the  basis  of 
the  work  and  functions  undertaken.  County  staff  at  present  average 
one  health  visitor  to  7,000  population  and  a  further  extension  of 
her  field  of  work  is  anticipated  as  the  new  Mental  Health  Act  comes 
into  operation.  Selective  visiting  is  now  practised  so  that  those 
families  most  in  need  of  help  and  advice  have  more  time  devoted  to 
them.  The  number  of  children  of  pre-school  age  (2 6,380)  visited 
during  the  year  has  therefore  decreased  while  the  total  visits  (92,418) 
to  children  in  this  age  group  has  increased,  showing  that  in  selected 
eases  more  visiting  was  required.  A  minimum  of  routine  visiting 
is  maintained  to  ensure  that  the  early  stages  of  departure  from  normal 
physical  and  mental  well  being  are  detected.  A  total  of  2,7^7  visits 
was  paid  to  expectant  mothers,  an  increase  of  180  on  the  1958  figure, 
in  order  to  bring  into  the  home  parentcraft  instruction  and  social 
advice  still  necessary  despite  the  better  state  of  knowledge  of  the 
citizen  of  today,  Further  work  with  much  reward  in  terms  of  the 
saving  of  infant  life  might  be  undertaken  if  those  responsible  for 
ante-natal  care  sought  help  in  tracing  defaulters. 

Visits  to  the  aged,  handicapped  and  others  numbered  9,380  an 
increase  of  2,179  on  last  yeaPs  figure. 

Health  Education. 

"Prevention  is  often  more  complex  than  the  cure” 

Health  Education  as  undertaken  by  the  Health  Visitors  is  mainly 
concerned  with  three  groups.  First,  expectant  mothers,  second,  to 
mothers  of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  third,  most  recently, 
the  elderly.  The  first  group  are  more  receptive  and  health  teaching 
is  more  effective  when  carried  out  in  a  series  of  talks  ra,ther  than 
an  isolated  feature. 

In  order  to  promote  enthusiasm  and  stimulate  discussion,  a  Health 
Education  group  has  boon  formed  from  Health  Visitors  wishing  to  pool 
ideas  and  discuss  teaching  methods  applicable  to  both  urban  and 
rural  areas  in  the  county. 

As  do  scribed  in  last  yearTs  Deport,  parentcraft  classes  combined 
with  relaxation,  are  now  well  established.  A  team  consisting  of  the 
Medical  Officer,  Health  Visitor,  Midwife  and  Physiotherapist  combine 
to  present  a  series  of  talks*  Visual  Aids  in  the  form  of  Flannel- 
graphs,  filmstrips  and/or  a  practical  demonstration  such  as 
cookery  demonstration  given  by  the  Midlands  Electricity  Board  on  two 
occasions  may  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  talk. 

In  conjunction  with  the  City  and  County  Home  Safety  Committee 
a  display  was  held  during  a  three  day  exhibition  at  Kidderminster  in 
December.  The  theme  was  "Accidents  in  the  Home"  stressing 
particularly  those  concerning  young  children  and  the  elderly. 
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Evening  talks  formed  a  good  proportion  of  work  undertalcen  "by 
the  staff. 


Film  projectors,  with  portable  screens,  have  now  risen  to  eight, 
cornbined  with  a  library  of  fifty-four  filmstrips. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  Health  Education  is  now  pent  of 
the  curriculum  in  most  of  the  Comity  schools  and  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  significant  in  the  Secondary  Schools. 

Methods  do  vary  from  school  to  school  and  the  professional 
staff  of  the  Health  Department  are  always  prepared  to  advise  and 
participate  whenever  possible. 

The  Deputy  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  has  introduced  a 
number  of  courses  for  senior  girls  at  school  which  have  been 
sponsored  by  the  National  Association  for  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare 
and  certificates  of  merit  have  been  awarded  to  girls  passing  ‘bests 
at  tee  end  of  each  course. 

In  the  Broms grove  area  particularly,  the  local  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  others  have  keen  stimulated  interest  in  the  care  of 
children’s  feet.  Many  meetings  have  been  arranged  at  which 
teachers,  children  and  parents  have  attended  and  a  good  measure  of 
success  has  been  achieved  by  advocating  the  wearing  of  sensible 
shoes.  Talks  on  this  matter  have  been  supplemented  by  the  shaving 
of  photographs  to  illustrate  deformities  which  can  occur  particularly 
with  school  girls  by  tee  wearing  of  unsuitable  shoes. 

Health  Visiting  -  Staff  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Three  nursing  officers  at  headquarters  were  giving  the  full- 
time  equivalent  of  1,2  acting  in  an  administrative  and  supervisory 
capc.city,  Eightyfour  nurses  were  undertalcing  health  visiting 
giving  a  whole-time  equivalent  of  32,7  nurses.  Fourteen  were 
acting  by  virtue  of  a  dispensation  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Regulations  1948,  but  the  number  thus  employed  without  the 
Health  Visitor  qualification  is  gradually  diminishing# 


National  Health  Service,  Act.  Home  Nursing 


The  number  of  cases  attended  during  the  year  was  13,917 
and  the  total  number  of  visits  paid  215,150,  679°  of  the  latter 
being  to  persons  over  the  age  of  65  years,  1,890  patients  had 
more  than  24  visits  during  the  year,  70  more  than  in  1958,  and  the 
total  visits  to  this  group  were  157,662  or  7 3%  of  the  total 
visiting,  indicating  that  a  large  -proporting  of  the  district 
nurses  time  is  occupied  in  caring  for  the  chronic  sick, 
handidapped,  and  aged.  Visits  paid  to  tuberculous  patients, 
ca.se s  of  other  infectious  disease,  and  to  women  with  maternal 
complications  numbered  respectively  1,796,  555,  and  353,  each  of 
the  latter  two  being  double  the  1958  figure. 


Home 


end  of  year 


Two  nursing  officers  a.t  headquarters  were  giving  the  full¬ 
time  equivalent  of  1,5  whole-time  on  administrative  and  supervisory 
duties.  IO5.  part  or  whole  time  state  registered  nurses  giving  a 
whole-time  equivalent  of  52,9,  whole  time  and  27  part  or  whole - 
time  state i  enrolled  assistant:  nurses,  and  one  state  certified 


/midwife 
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midwife  giving  the  equivalent  of  17*6,  -whole  tine  nurses  employed  in 
carrying  out  the  general  nursing  duties.  The  statistical  survey 
indicates  that  one  nurse  ms  allocated  for  duty  for  6,164  population. 

Of  the  Nursing  staff  65  were  Queen*  s  nurses. 

The  Isohel  Korc-om  Medal  and  Brize  ms  awarded  to  lass  W.M.  Dowen, 

Q,N. ,  S*R,N. ,  S.C.M. ,  who  had  worked  in  the  county  for  19  years. 

It  ms  presented  to  her  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  County- 
Nursing  Association  on  July  14th, 


ps  and  Ears  were  presented  to  13  nurses. 


County  Nursing  Association 


The  Annual  General  Meeting  took  place  in  July  when  a  talk  ms 
given  on  the  Queen*  s  Centenary  Appeal,  and  reports  were  issued  on 
other  matters  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Dr.  Spencer,  Consultant 
Psychiatrist  at  Pcwick  Hospital  gave  an  interesting  talk  entitled 
"The  new  approach  to  Mental  Health." 


.Nurses'1  Houses.  .  _  1 

Satisfactory  progress  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  in 
the  programme  for  the  provision  of  houses  for  nurses. 


A  pair  of  houses  were  completed  at  Br Cosgrove  and  Malvern, 
Single  houses  were  provided  at  Cat  shill,  Earls  Crooioe,  Little 
Gorberton,  Evesham  and  Bamt  Green, 

SECTION  28 


Mrs,  Moore-Ede  found  it  necessary  to  give  up  her  work  with 
the  County  Home  Help  Service  after  many  years  splendid,  and 
unselfish  service,  Mrs.  Ayliffe  also  found  it  necessary  to 
relinquish  her  work  as  County  Home  Help  Organiser  after  eight 
years.  Miss  H,M.P011ard  kindly  consented  to  continue  the 
administration  through  the  County  ¥,V0S0  Office, 


A  County  Home  Help  Conference  for  organisers  and  other 
interested  W.V.S,  meiibers  was  held  in  October.  This  ms  arranged 
to  give  members  an  insight  into  the  needs  of  the  Home  Help  Service 
and  the  ways  of  supplying  them. 

There  ms  again  an  increase  in  maternity  cases  attended  and 
increased  help  ms  provided  for  the  chronic  sick  and  aged. 


There  were  27  full-time  home  helps  (31  in  1958)  and  353 
part-time  ones  were  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Family  Leif  are  Ca.se  s 


One  new  case  was  started  during  1959  and  the  home  help, 
was  withdrawn  before  the  end  of  the  year  because  of 
the  improvement  which  had  been  effected. 


Public  Health 


Eleven  nursing  homes  continued  to  be  registered,  providing 
7  maternity  and  151  other  beds,  A  medical  officer  inspected 
each  home  twice  during  the  year,  and  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer, 
and  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives  also  paid  visits. 
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Smallpox  vaccination.  The  following  is  the  vaccination  return 
for  the  County  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1959 i- 


Age  at  date 
of  vaccina¬ 
tion 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

No.  vaccina¬ 
ted 

3988 

113 

121 

74 

141 

4437 

No.  re-vaccin- 
ated 

- 

3 

19 

49 

v 

231 

302 

There  were  two  cases  of  generalised  vaccinia 

The  corresponding  total  of  primary  vaccinations  for  the  year 
1958  was  4424 

Of  the  4437  primary  vaccinations  1216  were  performed  at 
Clinics  being  27*4%  compared  with  21.4%  Tor  1958 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION  -  ANNUAL  RETURN  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1959  -  SUMMARY 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  IN  RELATI ON  TO  CHILD  POPULATION 
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There  were  no  notifications  of  diphtheria  in  the  0  -  15  age  group  in  the  County  during  1959 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  -  Annual  Return  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1959 

Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1939  who  had  completed  a  course 
of  Immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any  time  since 
1st  J anuary ,  194-5  )  • 

Last  complete  course  of  injections  (whether  primary  or  booster) 
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B.CoGe  Vaccination3  1939 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 


I  mentioned  in  my  last  report  that  the  intensive  publicity 
programme  undertaken  by  the  Department,  when  young  persons  aged 
15  -  25  years  were  included  in  the  Minister's  scheme,  produced 
very  poor  results  and  in  fact  only  some  6%  of  those  eligible  made 
application. 

The  tragic  death  from  poliomyelitis  of  a  Birmingham 
footballer  early  in  the  year  brought  about  a  dramatic  change  and 
the  number  of  applications  for  vaccination  rose  steeply.  This  impetus 
was  followed  up  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  at  national  level  when  they 
wrote  to  youth  organisations,  sports  associations,  both  sides  of 
industry  and  government  departments  asking  them  to  encourage  their 
members  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  local  facilities  for  inoculation. 

Eventually  in  this  county  nearly  1+Ofc  of  this  age  group  was 
vaccinated. 


At  the  time,  many  open  clinics  were  held  to  cope  with  the 
demand  and  one  such  clinic  was  started  at  Bromsgrove  but  in  April, 

1959  the  Ministry  wrote  to  local  health  authorities  deprecating  the 
use  of  such  clinics  and  advising  that  new  applicants  should  be  required 
to  register  in  the  normal  way  for  early  vaccination  in  their  turn. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  registration  in  all  age  groups  was 
steady  and  much  work  was  done  during  the  year  in  giving  third 
injections  as  and  wh en  they  became  due. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 


WHOOPING-  COUGH  IMulUCSilTION 


Return  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1959 


at  da 

AGE 

te  of  final 

injection 

0-4 

Years 

3-14 

Years 

TOTAL 

Number  of  children  who  have 
completed  a  primary  course 
(normally  3  injections)  of 
pertussis  vaccine  (singly 
or  in  combination)  during  ■ 
the  year  ended  31st 

December,  1939* 

3197 

160 

3337 

SUMMARY  OF  RETURNS  NOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER ,  1 939 


Number  of  children  who  have 
completed  a  primary  course 
(normally  3  injections)  of 
pertussis  vaccine  (singly  or 
in  combination)  in  the  Authority’s 
area  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1939* 

AGE 


at  date  of  final 
injection 


0-4 

5-14 

TOTAL: 

BEWDLEY  BOROUGH 

63 

1 

64 

DROITWICH  BOROUGH 

164 

15 

179 

EVESHAM  BOROUGH 

153 

1 

136 

HALESOWEN  BOROUGH 

469 

4 

473 

KIDDERMINSTER  BOROUGH 

496 

2 

498 

OLDBURY  BOROUGH 

630 

30 

660 

STOURBRIDGE  BOROUGH 

361 

11 

372 

BROMSGROVE  URBAN 

429 

11 

440 

MALVERN  urban 

315 

19 

334 

REDDITCH  URBAN 

310 

28 

538 

STOURPORT  URBAN 

160 

2 

162 

BROMSGROVE  RURAL 

373 

18 

393 

DROITWICH  RURAL 

112 

6 

118 

EVESHAM  RURAL 

163 

1 

166 

KIDDERMINSTER  RURAL 

120 

1 

121 

MARTLEY  RURAL 

132 

5 

137 

PERSHCRE  RURAL 

132 

2 

134 

TENBURY  RURAL 

48 

- 

48 

UPTON-UPON-SEVERN  RURAL 

141 

3 

144 

TOTALS : 

3  J  197 

- - — . — — 

160  j 

3,337 
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Arab ula nee  Service  (Section  27) 


Service  Statistics. 


After  several  years  cf  near  stability,  the  whole  of  the  work  of  the 
service  increased  considerably  during  the  year.  From  an  analysis  of  the 
figures,  the  increase  would  seem  to  be  mainly  due  to  the  10,417  additional 
treatment  cases  conveyed,  and  there  have  been  occasions  when  it  has  been 
extremely  difficult  to  deal  with  the  large  influx  of  cases. 

3,157  accident  cases  were  conveyed,  compared  with  2,707  the  previous 
year,  and  out-patient  treatment  cases  ?/ere  105,639  compared  with  95,222. 
The  accident  and  treatment  case  figures  bear  a  close  relationship  to  each 
other  in  that  more  and  more  accident  cases  are  having  to  be  conveyed  for 
long  periods  of  physiotherapy  after  their  initial  treatment .  An  increase 
in  accident  cases,  therefore,  is  bound  to  sho77  a  corresponding  increase 
in  treatment  cases. 

The  average  miles  per  case  were  3«7  as  compared  with  3*9  in  1958 

The  number  of  patients  conveyed  by  railway  fell  from  648  in  1958  to 
543  in  1959. 

Premises; 

Material  progress  has  been  made  with  the  building  of  new  ambulance 
stations,  and  those  at  Halesowen  and  Stourbridge  were  opened  during  the 
year,  whilst  building  commenced  cf  a  fruther  new  station  at  Kidderminster, 
which  should  be  ready  for  occupation  in  April,  19 60. 

These  new  stations  fulfil  a  long  felt  want,  especially  in  regard  to 
working  conditions  for  the  staffs  and  garage  accommodation. 

New  Vehicles: 

The  policy  of  standardisation  of  the  fleet  has  been  continued  by  the 
purchase  of  Morris  LD1  stretcher  and  LC5  sitting  case  ambulances.  The 
ambulance  fleet  is  nov;  made  up  of  all  modern  vehicles,  the  standard  of 
maintenance  being  kept  at  a  high  level.  The  men  are  encouraged  to  take 
pride  in  their  vehicles. 

It  is  evident  that,  as  more  sitting  than  stretcher  cases  are  conveyed 
each  year,  sitting  case  ambulances  are  likely  to  replace  a  proportion  of 
stretcher  ambulances  as  they  become  due  for  replacement. 

Voluntary  Agency: 

During  the  year,  the  Chairman  of  the  Worcester  City  and  District 
Voluntary  Ambulance  Committee,  which  provides  cover  for  parts  of  the 
surrounding  county  areas,  retired  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
City  of  Worcester  and  also  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  It  was  mainly 
due  to  Dr.  G-rif fin's  enthusiasm  and  drive  that  the  present  day  ambulance 
station  and  service  at  Worcester  became  reality.  His  successor  as 
Chairman  is  Councillor  E.  J.  Broughton,  who  is  Chairman  cf  the  County 
Council’s  Ambulance,  Prevention  and  After-Care  Sub-Committee. 

During  the  year  2,166  county  cases  were  conveyed  a  total  of  33,253 
miles  compared  with  1,900  cases  and  30,012  miles  in  1958. 
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The  policy  of  the  County  Ambulance  Officer  also  acting  as  Ambulance 
Officer  to  the  Voluntary  Committee  has  done  much  to  ensure  full  co-operation 
between  the  County  and  City  Controls* 

Hospital  and  Hire  Car  Services: 


As  will  be  seen  from  Table  A,  these  services  have  again  provided  a 
valuable  auxiliary  to  the  main  ambulance  service,  and  have  been  used 
extensively  where  the  use  of  an  ambulance  would  be  uneconomic  and  unnecessary* 
Although  additional  hospital  car  drivers  would  be  an  asset,  I  am  grateful  to. 
the  drivers  we  do  have  in  maintaining  such  an  efficient  service.  The 
statistics  themselves  give  ample  testimony  to  their  fine  work* 

It  is  also  fortunate  that  there  are  so  many  hire  car  services  whose 
vehicles  are  at  our  disposal,  and  who  are  able  particularly  to  help  with 
patients  from  the  country  districts  and  in  those  instances  where  late  orders 
are  received* 

Volunteers: 

As  well  as  the  large  number  of  volunteers  attending  regularly  at  the 
Worcester  station,  volunteers  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  St. 

John  Ambulance  Association  also  give  occasional  attendances  at  the  Bromsgrove 
and  Kidderminster  stations.  In  addition,  it  is  usually  possible  to  obtain 
escorts  for  railway  journeys,  etc*  in  some  other  areas.  In  view  of  the 
other  calls  on  their  time,  I  am  grateful  for  all  the  assistance  that  is 
given. 


Civil  Defence  Ambulance  &  Casualty  Collecting  Section: 

Classes  on  basic  and  section  training  and  also  first  aid  have  been 
held  in  most  areas.  It  is  anticipated  that  changes  will  be  made  in  the 
near  future  in  the  organisation  of  the  section  and  this  has  led  to  a 
slowing  do wn  in  the  training* 

Several  exercises,  both  by  day  and  night,  were  held  at  the  Hampton 
Lovett  training  site,  and  much  valuable  experience  gained. 

The  number  of  active  members  has  remained  constant,  but  although  it  is 
difficult  to  maintain  the  interest  of  those  members  who  have  been  in  the 
Corps  for  many  years,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  best  way  is  by  practical 
training,  and  when  a  new  training  syllabus  is  prepared,  this  will  be 
borne  in  mind. 
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TABLE  A  -  Cases  conveyed  and  mileages  covered  by  ambulances,  hospital  and  hire  cars 
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ludes  375  • 

ludes  273  residue  miles  during  year  -  Worcester  City  and  District  Voluntary  Ambulance  Service 


TABLE  B. 


Establishment  at  31st  December,  1959 


Ambulance 

Station 

No.  of 
Vehicles 

Dri v  er-At  t en dant  s 

Whole-time 

Part-time. 

Bromsgrove 

fi 

6 

6 

— 

Droitwich 

1 

1 

- 

Evesham 

2 

- 

2 

Halesowen 

6 

6 

- 

Ki  dder  mins  t  er 

6 

7 

- 

Malvern 

5 

6 

- 

Oldbury 

5 

6 

- 

Per  shore 

1 

— 

3 

Redditch 

5 

6 

- 

Stourbri  dge 

5 

6 

- 

Tenbury 

1 

- 

2 

Wythall 

1 

- 

- 

Hay ley  Green 
Hospital 

2 

- 

1 

Relief 

Driver-Attendant  s 

4 

- 

46 

43 

8 
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TUBERCULOSIS ,  1959 


Dr.  R.  B.  Mayfield,  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  Consultant  Chest 
Physician,  has  given  the  following 


Once  again  both  Notification  and  Death  Rates  from  Tuberculosis  show 
new  low  records.  The  great  epidemic,  which  began  before  history  was 
recorded,  is  drawing  to  its  close,  being  spurred  towards  extinction  bli¬ 
the  new  drugs  available  during  the  past  ten  years. 

Refreshing  changes  have  occurred  in  the  last  decade,  mainly  as 
results  of  chemotherapy.  Mass  Radiography  and  perhaps  to  a  less  extent, 
B.C.G-.  inoculation. 

New  cases  are  less  numerous  and  may  now  expect  a  cure  instead  of 
death  or  chronic  invalidism.  Treatment  is  less  irksome  .and  more  effective 
and  in-patient  facilities,  once  sadly  deficient,  are  more  than  adequate 
now.  Minor  collapse  therapy,  tiresome  to  the  patient  and  not  without 
its  complications,  is  no  longer  needed  and  major  surgery  has  become  an 
uncommon  event. 

Better  methods  of  case  finding  and  of  treatment  are  slowly 
reducing  the  infection  in  the  community  and  Chest  Clinics  become  more 
and  more  occupied  with  non-tub ercuious  disease.  In  this  connection, 
the  proposed  extension  of  After  Care  facilities  to  all  types  of  chest 
disease  is  welcomed  by  the  Chest  Physicians,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
appropriate  committees  will  soon  feel  able  to  accept  it  generally. 

Though  the  current  mood  of  optimism  is  fully  justified,  it  should 
be  emphasised  that  any  flagging  of  the  present  efforts  towards  prevention 
and  treatment  might  well  reverse  the  favourable  trend.  A  disturbing 
feature,  for  instance,  is  the  appearance  of  tubercle  bacilli  which  are 
resistant  to  the  three  best  antituberculous  drugs.  Patients  harbouring 
such  bacilli  are  fortunately  few  in  number  and  have  not  presented  a 
serious  problem  in  Worcestershire,  so  far,  but  this  is  a  potential  danger 
to  the  community  which  must  be  kept  under  constant  review.  Clearly  the 
time  has  not  yet  arrived  for  any  easing  of  antitub erculosis  work,  but, 
provided  this  is  maintained  or  intensified,  further  satisfactory  progress 
may  be  expected. 


TABLE  I 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis 


Y 

i  e 

!  A 

R 

Respiratory 

Non-Re spiratory. 

All  forms. 

No.  of 
cases® 

Rate  per 

1,006 

population 

No.  of 
cases. 

R!l8o8er 

population 

No.  of 
cases. 

Rate  per 
1,060 

population 

1955 

304 

0.74 

21 

0.05 

323 

0.79 

1956 

227 

0.54 

37 

0.09 

2S4 

0.63 

1957  ; 

193 

0.46 

31 

0.07 

224 

0.53 

1958 , 

195 

O.46 

28 

0.07 

223 

0.32 

1959  ! 

1  1 

l6S 

0.39 

- - - 

24 

0.06 

192 

0.44 
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TABLE  II 


Deaths  Thorn  Tuberculosis 


Y 

E 

Respiratory 

Non-Re  sp ir at  ory 

All 

forms 

J 

A 

-ti 

No.  of 

Rate  per 

No.  of 

Rate  per 

No.  of  ~|  Rate  per 

a 

deaths 

1,000 

deaths 

1,000 

deaths 

1,000 

population 

population 

population 

1955 

48 

0.12 

6 

0.01 

54 

0.13 

1956 

43 

0.10 

2 

0.005 

45 

0.11 

1957 

37 

0.09 

5 

0.01 

42 

0.10 

1958 

27 

0.06 

5 

0.01 

32 

0.08 

1959 

24 

0.05 

1 

0.002 

25 

0.06 

TABLE  III 

Notification  and  death  rates  in  districts 

1939  • 


Population 

District 

Notifi¬ 
cation 
rate  per 
1,000 
popula¬ 
tion. 

Death 

rate 

per 

1,000 

popula¬ 

tion 

Total 

cases 

noti¬ 

fied 

Total 

Deaths 

5,000 

Bewdley  Borough 

2.40 

0.20 

12 

1 

32,100 

Bromsgrove  Urban 

0.34 

0.12 

11 

4 

7,170 

Droitwich  Borough 

0.42 

0.28 

3 

2 

12,440 

Evesham  Borough 

0.40 

- 

5 

- 

43,930 

Halesowen  Borough 

0.57 

- 

24 

- 

40,000 

Kidderminster  Borough 

0.55 

0.08 

22 

3 

24,960 

Malvern  Urban 

0.12 

- 

3 

- 

55,310 

Oldbury  Borough 

0.54 

- 

30 

- 

35,840 

Redditch  Urban 

Oo56 

0.09 

19 

3 

40,260 

Stourbridge  Borough 

0.52 

0.12 

21 

5 

11,390 

Stourport-on-Severn  Urban 

0.70 

0.18 

8 

2 

33,950 

Bromsgrove  Rural 

0.24 

- 

8 

- 

13,720 

Droitwich  Rural 

0d5 

0.01 

2 

1 

16,810 

Evesham  Rural 

0.12 

- 

2 

- 

11,870 

Kidderminster  Rural 

0.42 

- 

5 

- 

12,100 

Mart ley  Rural 

0.50 

- 

6 

- 

16,850 

Per shore  Rural 

0.12 

0.06 

2 

1 

5,420 

Tenbury  Rural 

0.37 

0.37 

2 

2 

14,380 

Upton-on-Severn  Rural 

0.48 

0.07 

7 

1 

431,500 

Whole  County 

0.4+ 

0.06 

192 

25 
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TUBERCULOSIS  IN  WORCESTERSHIRE  -  1920  to  1959 
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OCCUPATIONAL  THERAPY. 


The  following  report  has  been  supplied  by  Miss  Stott. 


During  the  year,  850  visits  were  paid  to  87  patients. 

In  January,  1959  Miss  R.  J.  Young  took  up  her  appointment 
in  place  of  Miss  J.  Fletcher. 

At  stocktaking  on  the  1st  April,  1959 ,  the  value  of  the 
stores  stood  at  £256.  This  is  considered  to  be  a  satisfactory  figure. 

One  patient  was  assisted  by  the  County  Council  to  purchase  an 
electric  power  tool,  the  amount  having  since  been  repaid  in  full;  and 
three  patients  have  been  supplied  with  adjustable  bed  tables  by  the 
Welfare  Department  at  our  request. 

The  numbers  of  disabled,  other  than  the  tuberculous,  benefitting 
from  occupational  therapy  continues  to  rise. 

Successful  sales  of  work  have  taken  place  throughout  the  year 
organised  by  the  occupational  therapy  staff  and  the  Wolverhampton  Branch 
of  the  Infantile  Paralysis  Fellowship,  who  have  also  continued  to  supply 
us  with  outwork  for  suitable  patients. 

The  annual  exhibition  of  patients  work  was  held  in  august  at  the 
Stourbridge  Horticultural  Show  and  handwork  competitions  kindly  arranged 
by  the  Ladies’  Committee. 

In  October  at  a  Career’s  Convention  organised  by  the  Rotary  Club  and 
held  in  the  Guildhall,  Worcester  for  the  benefit  of  local  school  leavers, 
the  County  staff  arranged  an  exhibition  stand. 


J.  D.  STOTT,  M.A.O.T. 


PHY S 1 0 THERAPY  AND  ORTHOPAEDICS. 


The  following  reports  have  been  supplied  by  Miss  Jeavons  and 
Mrs.  Johnson. 


Work  in  the  past  year  has  continued  as  in  previous  ones  with  both 
children  up  to  five,  and  school  children.  Attendance  at  various  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics  has  been  a  pleasant  duty.  A  large  number  of  toddlers 
have  been  seen  and  their  mothers  reassured  that  many  of  the  peculiarities 
seen  in  walking  when  they  first  start  will  right  themselves  as  the  child 
becomes  more  stable  on  his  feet.  The  most  common  worry  appears  to  be 
"intoeing”  but  the  child  usually  grows  out  of  this  in  time.  There  is  also 
the  usual  quota  of  flat  feet  and  knock  knees.  The  mild  cases  can  be  dealt 
with  and  the  more  severe  ones  are  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

Quite  a  large  number  of  infants  have  been  treated  with  talipes  calcaneo 
valgus  with  satisfactory  results  under  the  supervision  of  the  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon.  Fortunately  talipes  equino  varus  are  net  so  common.  There  have 
been  six  cases  of  these  in  1959 • 
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Supervision  of  children  who  are  physically  handicapped  has  continued 
in  their  homes  and  at  school  as  has  the  supervision  of  any  alterations  to 
footwear.  Remedial  exercises  have  been  carried  out  for  posture,  fiat  feet 
and  asthma  for  children  referred  for  this  purpose. 

Asthma  breathing  classes  have  continued  at  the  Open  nir  School,  Malvern 
Relaxation  Classes  for  expectant  mothers  in  Malvern  have  been  well  attended; 
there  have  been  398  attendances  and  90  new  patients  have  joined  the  classes 

during  the  year. 


D .  B .  JEAV ONS ,  M.C.S.P. 


During  the  year  a  great  deal  of  attention  has  been  focussed  on  foot 
deformities  in  children  and  subsequently  on  footwear. 

A  number  of  Authorities  have  carried  our  comprehensive  surveys  on  foot 
defects  during  1939* 

On  comparing  the  findings  of  one  of  the  surveys  with  that  undertaken 
by  myself  in  1950,  I  was  interested  to  note  that  in  spite  of  altering 
fashions  in  footwear,  in  the  main  the  results  were  similar. 

This  would  lead  one  to  suggest  that  the  most  important  factor  is  the 
education  of  parents,  particularly  of  very  young  children,  in  the  correct 
fitting  of  all  footwear. 

Close  co-operation  with  School  Medical  Officers  and  Health  Visitors 
has  resulted  in  many  visits  being  made  to  advise  mothers  on  this  point, 
and  other  minor  defects. 

The  aftercare  of  children  with  congenital  deformities  and  other 
orthopaedic  defects,  together  with  the  examination  of  school  children  has 
continued  throughout  the  year. 


K. 


J.  JOHNSON,  S.R.N., 


O.N.C.,  M.W.I. 


Convalescent  Treatment: 


This  service  continues  to  be  of  real  value  to  the  individual  patient 
and  to  the  community:  291  cases  were  referred  during  the  year.  217 
cases  were  actually  sent  to  convalescent  homes  and  the  usual  stay  was  for 
two  weeks.  Escorts  were  provided  and  special  transport  arranged  when 

necessary.  The  regaining  74  cases  were  either  in  benefit  with  the  Binning' 

ham  Hospital  Saturday  Fund  and  had  a  holiday  through  the  Fund  or  were 
withdrawn  at  the  request  of  the  patient  or  whose  financial  circumstances 
were  such  that  the  County  Council  could  not  accept  responsibility.  The 
figures  compare  favourably  with  cases  sent  on  convalescence  during  1958* 

Not  many  cases  arose  during  the  winter  months  but  for  the  remainder 
of  the  year  the  monthly  admission  rate  was  fairly  constant. 
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All  the  cases  referred  were  either  by  hospitals  or  general 
practitioners.  Patients  contributed  towards  the  cost  according  to 
their  means;  about  one  quarter  were  in  receipt  of  National  Assistance. 

Patients  went  to  well  known  homes  where  a  report  had  already  been 
obtained  and  the  majority  chose  either  homes  at  Weston-Super-Mare,  Herne 
Bay,  Porthcawl,  Exmouth,  Torquay,  Broadstairs,  Clift onville  and  Droitwich. 


Medical  Conforts: 


The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
are  again  to  be  congratulated  for  providing  a  large  number  of  medical 
comforts  depots  throughout  the  County. 

This  is  an  admirable  service,  very  much  appreciated  by  all  patients 
who  fully  realise  that  a  great  deal  of  voluntary  work  is  involved. 

Throughout  the  year,  many  demands  for  specialised  forms  of  apparatus 
have  also  been  made  on  the  County  Health  Department  all  of  which  were  met 
on  medical  recommendations. 


Venereal  Diseases: 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Hospitals  at  which 
the  patients  attended: - 


Treatment  Centre:  J 

Number  of  Worcestershire 

Cases: 

Syphilis 

Gon. 

Not  VcD. 

Total. 

WORCESTER 

A 

16 

67 

87 

KIDDERMINSTER 

2 

13 

27 

42 

BIRMINGHAM 

5 

23 

83 

111 

DUDLEY 

- 

5 

19 

2A 

Totals  1959 

11 

57 

196 

264 

1958 

18 

37 

165 

220 

1957 

17 

3A 

190 

2A1 

1956 

16 

33 

230 

279 

1955 

16 

31 

191 

238 

195A 

3A 

29 

247 

310 

1953 

A6 

61 

285 

392 

1952 

53 

78 

271 

402 

1951 

5A 

44 

259 

357 

1950 

A2 

52 

279 

373 

19A9 

68 

98 

311 

477 

1948 

105 

111 

350 

566 

19A7 

10A 

142 

450 

696 

1946 

126 

226 

592 

944 

19A5 

88 

140 

675 

903 

1944 

93 

70 

555 

718 

19A3 

11A 

129 

661 

899 

19A2 

9A 

135 

517 

746 

19A1 

58 

99 

30A 

462 

1940 

. 

55 

126 

2A1 

422 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


1.  ADMINISTRATION 
Mental  Health  Sub -Committee: 

The  County  Council’s  powers  in  relation  to  mental  health  have  been 
delegated  to  the  mental  health  sub-committee  which  is  constituted  as 
stated  in  my  previous  reports.  The  medical  superintendents  of  the  mental 
hospitals  and  the  mental  deficiency  institutions  in  the  county  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  Sub -Committee  in  an  advisory  capacity. 

Staff: 

The  staff  consists  of  a  lay  administrative  mental  health  officer, 
five  duly  authorised  officers,  three  assistant  duly  authorised  officers 
and  one  female  mental  health  worker.  Eleven  mental  health  workers  are 
employed  at  the  occupation  centres. 

Co-ordination  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards,  etc.: 

Close  co-operation  continues  with  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board  and  the  Board’s  officers.  Cases  on  licence  from  institutions 
continue  to  be  supervised  by  the  Council’s  officers  on  behalf  of  Hospital 
Management  Committees  and  periodic  reports  on  their  progress  are  made* 

In  addition  the  services  of  the  social  workers  have  been  made  available 
for  use  by  the  mental  hospitals  in  the  County. 

Voluntary  Associations: 

Use  is  made  of  the  services  of  the  Guardianship  Society  at  Brighton 
for  the  supervision  of  cases  under  guardianship  at  Eastbourne. 

Several  branches  of  the  National  Association  of  Parents  of  Mentally 
Handicapped  Children  are  in  existence  in  the  County  and  do  much  to  foster 
interest  in  the  education  of  such  children. 

Voluntary  Welfare  Committees  have  been  established  in  connection  with 
the  Occupation  Centres  at  Netherend,  Stourport-on-Severn  and  Bromsgrove. 

The  services  of  local  social-  agencies  continue  to  be  used  in  satis- 
tying  the  material  needs  of  patients. 

Officers  are  encouraged  to  qualify  in  their  respective  fields  and 
whenever  possible  are  permitted  to  attend  refresher  courses.  The  shortage 
of  qualified  staff  in  this  field  continues,  so  that  the  recruitment  of 
qualified  psychiatric  social  workers  and  female  mental  health  workers 
has  been  impossible. 

2.  COMMUNITY  WORK 


The  placing  on  the  Statute  Book  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  has 
continued  to  maintain  the  interest  in  mental  health  which  was  aroused  by 
the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Law  relating  to  Mental  Illness. 
The  forecast  made  in  my  last  report  that  there  would  inevitably  be  a 
great  expansion  of  local  authority  services  has  proved  to  be  accurate 
and  the  County  Council  accordingly  has  drawn  up  a  comprehensive  scheme 
for  a  completely  integrated  service,  including  the  provision  of 
residential  accommodation. 
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The  expansion  will  take  place  in  three  stages 


STAG-E  I 
1960/61. 


'  (a)  New  Centre,  with  junior  hostel  adjacent  in 

Kidderminster  /Stourport  area  for  24  male  and 
24  female  children. 

;  (b)  Craft  room  at  Netherend  Centre 
|  (c)  Adult  training  centre,  Halesowen  area  (30/35) 

>  (d)  Adult  male  hostel,  Halesowen  (25) 

:  (e)  Adult  female  hostel,  Kidderminster  (25) 


STAG-E  II 
1961/62 


Adult  training  centre,  Bromsgrove  /Redditch 

area  (25) 

Adult  training  centre,  Kidderminster  area  (25) 
Adult  training  centre,  Worcester  area  (25) 
Small  junior  centre,  Evesham 


STAG-E  III 
1962/63 


j  (  j)  Adult  male  hostel,  Bromsgrove 
|  (k)  Adult  female  hostel,  Stourbridge 

V. 


Whether  these  stages  can  be  implemented  depends  on  the  availability 
of  sites  and/or  buildings  suitable  for  conversion. 

To  meet  the  increased  volume  of  work  extra  staff  has  been  approved  both 
on  the  social  and  clerical  sides. 


Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care: 

Mental  defectives  in  the  community  (supervision,  guardianship  and 
licence)  continue  to  be  visited  by  the  duly  authorised  officers,  mental 
health  worker  and  health  visitors. 

After-care  in  connection  with  mental  health  is  carried  out  by  the  duly 
authorised  officers  to  a  limited  extent. 

Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  I89O  -  1930* 

In  1959  there  were  862  admissions  to  mental  hospitals  within  the 
county,  66  being  certified  under  the  provisions  of  the  Lunacy  Act,  729 
being  admitted  as  voluntary  patients  and  67  as  informal  patients. 

Discharges  numbered  776  whilst  113  deaths  occurred  at  the  hospitals. 

The  number  of  admissions  to  mental  hospitals  is  again  greater  than 
in  the  preceding  year  (831)  showing  an  increase  in  the  number  of  uncertified 
patients  admitted.  The  implementation  of  Section  5  of  the  Mental  Health 
Act,  1959  in  October  allowed  persons  to  enter  psychiatric  hospitals 
informally  for  the  first  time.  The  voluntary  and  informal  admissions 
together  comprise  approximately  92/  of  all  admissions  to  hospital. 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913  38: 

Ascertainment  of  mental  defectives  continued  through  the  usual  channels. 
79  new  cases  were  reported  during  the  year  of  whom  ~/Q  were  subject  to  be 
dealt  with.  Of  this  number,  38  were  reported  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Education  Act,  1944*  and  40  through  other  sources.  Of  the  newly  ascertained 
cases,  9  were  admitted  to  hospitals  under  Order,  and  69  cases  were  placed 
under  statutory  supervision.  In  addition,  23  'old1  cases  were  admitted  to 
hospitals,  making  a  total  for  the  year  of  32  admissions  to  hospitals.  At 
the  end  of  the  year,  521  Worcestershire  patients  were  patients  of  hospitals 
throughout  the  country.  Patients  on  the  waiting  list  for  admission  at 
the  end  of  tho  year  numbered  50,  21  of  these  being  regarded  as  urgent. 

Despite  the  admission  rate  the  waiting  list  for  vacancies  remained  constant. 
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.14  patients  were  discharged  from  the  Orders  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  dots,  whilst  a  further  57  were  discharged  hut  retained 
informally  at  their  respective  hospitals.  6  deaths  took  place  during 
the  year. 

The  informal  admission  of  patients  to  hospitals  for  temporary  periods 
continues  to  take  place  and  15  patients  were  admitted  for  varying  periods 
during'  the  year. 


The  greater  majority  of  admissions  to  hospital  are  now  carried  out 
informally,  Orders  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913  only  being  obtained 
when  the  medical  superintendents  of  hospitals  require  a  power  of  detention 
in  particular  cases* 

G-uardianship  and  Supervision: 

The  number  of  patients  under  guardianship  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
8  of  whom  3  are  resident  outside  the  county  and  are  supervised  by  other 
authorities  as  agents  of  the  County  Council.  All  resident  cases  are 
visited  by  both  medical  and  lay  staff  as  required  by  statute  or  more  often 
if  the  need  arises.  The  number  of  patients  under  supervision  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  708,  of  whom  54b  were  under  statutory  supervision  and  162 
under  voluntary  supervision.  Cases  under  supervision  continue  to  be 
reviewed  and  whenever  possible  suitable  cases  are  removed  from  the  list. 

15  such  cases  were  deleted  during  the  year.  8  patients  under  supervision 
died  during  the  year. 

Training : 

At  the  end  of  the  year  158  patients  were  being  given  training  at 
the  occupation  centres  established  at  Netherend,  Stourport-on-Severn, 
Bromsgrove,  and  at  the  voluntary  centre  run  by  the  Malvern  Society  for 
Mentally  Handicapped  Children. 

Through  the  hard  work  of  the  Voluntary  Welfare  Committee  established 
in  connection  with  the  Centre  at  Netherend  the  children  were  again  provided 
with  a  summer  holiday. 

Children  at  Stourport  and  Bromsgrove  Centres  were  given  daily  outings 
by  the  respective  Voluntary  Welfare  Committees,  and  Harvest  Thanksgiving 
and  Xmas  Parties  were  held  at  all  the  centres. 

A  start  he.s  been  made  in  improving  the  heating  system  and  the  toilet 
block  at  Netherend  Centre.  A  completely  new  toilet  block  is  to  be  built 
whilst  the  existing  heating  system  is  to  be  removed  and  replaced  by  an  oil 
burning  boiler. 

At  Bromsgrove  Centre,  work  is  proceeding  on  the  erection  of  a  new 
classroom  which  will  provide  an  extra  12  places. 

Endeavours  are  being  made  to  secure  alternative  promises  in  the 
Kidderminster/Stourport  area  to  replace  the  existing  centre  at  Stourport. 

At  Worcester  a  start  has  been  made  on  the  construction  of  the.  new 
centre  for  over  60  patients  from  the  southern  half  of  the  County.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  centre  will  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients  in 
September,  i960* 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948 


Welfare  Services 


Report  by  Mr.  R.  A.  McDonald,  County  Welfare  Officer* 

Residential  Accomodation: 

During  the  year  a  start  was  made  on  the  final  phase  of  modernising 
the  centre  wing  at  Laburnum  House,  Upton-on-Severn#  The  work  was  well 
advanced  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  completed 
early  in  I960 ,  the  extension  of  the  dining  hall  being  the  main  item 
unfinished,. 

Because  of  the  increasing  age  and  infirmity  of  the  old  people  at 
Laburnum  House  and  the  inability  to  secure  their  admission  to  hospital 
quickly,  it  was  decided,  rather  than  to  increase  the  nursing  staff,  to 
convert  part  of  the  accommodation  into  sick  bays.  The  work  was  done  by 
the  maintenance  staff  at  the  home.  This  project  had  the  advantage  of 
concentrating  residents  requiring  day  and  night  attention  in  one  section 
of  the  home  which  facilitated  staffing  arrangements.  Previously  the  sick 
residents  were  confined  to  bed  in  various  parts  of  the  home  necessitating 
the  night  staff  going  from  one  end  of  the  building  to  the  other  or  from 
one  wing  across  to  another  separate  wing. 

A  scheme  was  also  approved  for  the  provision  of  an  adequate  water 
supply  at  this  home  which  is  greatly  needed. 

The  only  other  major  item  concerned  Heathlands,  where  the  first  of  two 
phases  to  make  the  laundry,  which  also  serves  The  Heriotts,  Droitwich,  and 
a  small  adjoining  children’s  hone,  into  a  more  efficient  unit  was  started. 
Difficulties  were  experienced  over  the  supply  of  new  machinery,  but  it  is 
anticipated  this  phase  will  be  completed  early  in  I960.  The  second  phase 
includes  the  provision  of  adequate  ventilation  and  of  a  tumbler  dryer. 

At  the  homes  generally,  works  of  repair  and  redecoration  were  carried 
out  during  1959  either  by  contract  or  by  the  maintenance  staff,  and  steps 
taken  to  improve  the  amenities  for  the  old  people  in  the  homes  and  in  the 
accommodation  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  County  Council  at  Regional 
Hospital  Board  establishments. 

Discussions  took  place  during  the  year  with  representatives  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  about  the  proposed  new  home  in  the  north  of  the  county. 
The  Ministry  considered  77  beds  too  many  for  one  home  and  agreement  was 
eventually  reached  on  65-67  beds*  It  is  anticipated  that  tenders  for 
carrying  out  the  building  work  would  be  available  early  in  19 6 0. 

Concern  has  been  felt  for  some  time  about  the  standard  of  part  of  the 
accommodation  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  County  Council  at  Blakebrook 
Hospital,  Kidderminster,  a  former  public  assistance  institution  now 
belonging  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  although  improvements  had  been 
carried  out  from  time  to  time.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  representatives 
of  the  County  Council  were  appointed  to  meet  representatives  of  the  Board 
to  consider  a  scheme  for  upgrading  and  modernising  the  accommodation  it 
being  felt  that  there  was  little  prospect  in  the  next  few  years  of  giving 
up  the  accommodation  except  perhaps  to  a  small  extent. 

As  will  be  seen  later  in  the  report  the  demand  for  accommodation  is 
still  increasing  and  is  acute  so  far  as  groundfloor  accommodation  is 
concerned.  In  the  circumstances  it  was  though  advisable  to  make 
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provision  in  the  Capital  Programme  for  I96O/0I  for  the  provision  of 
additional  accommodation  preferably  in  the  form  of  an  annexe  to  Holmwood, 
Kidderminster, 


Applications  for  the  Provision  of  Residential  .accommodation: 


Statements  are  appended  showing  in  respect  of  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1939 


(1)  the  number  of  age  groups  of  persons  admitted  to  residential 
accommodation, 

(2)  persons  not  admitted  and  reasons  therefor. 

(3)  tiie  number  of  and  manner  in  which  applications  for  the  provision 
of  temporary  accommodation  have  been  dealt  with,  and 

(4-)  an  analysis  for  each  county  district. 


The  two  main  factors  revealed  by  these  statements  are  the  still  in¬ 
creasing  number  of  applications  dealt  with  for  residential  accommodation, 
and  the  increased  number  actually  admitted  during  the  year. 


During  1939  there  was  an  increase  in  applications  of  87  over  the  1958 
figure  and  as  there  was  an  increase  in  1958  of  98  over  the  1957  figure,  no 
less  than  185  applications  were  received  during  1959  over  the  number  dealt 
with  in  1957* 


The  number  of  persons  admitted  during  the  year  showed  an  increase  of 
56  on  the  1958  figure,  and  it  was  necessary  in  order  to  meet  the  demand 
to  increase  temporarily  the  Council’s  reserved  accommodation  at  Avonside 
Hospital,  Evesham,  and  to  make  emergency  provision  of  extra  beds  at  County 
homes  from  time  to  time.  The  increase  was  partly  accounted  for  by  the 
extent  to  which  relatives  or  friends  caring  for  old  people  availed  them¬ 
selves  of  the  facilities  for  accommodating  the  old  people  in  homes  for  a 
short  period  to  enable  them  to  go  away  on  holiday,  or  whilst  the  old 
people  could  not  be  adequately  cared  for  because  of  the  illness  of  their 
relatives  or  friends.  No  less  than  39  of  these  short  stay  cases  were 
admitted  which  was  more  than  double  the  number  accommodated  in  1958, 


The  year  1959  saw  little  change  in  the  position  as  regards  homeless 
families,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  almost  the  same  number  of 
applications  being  received,  and  the  number  of  families  actually  provided 
with  temporary  accommodation  being  identical.  Every  effort  was  made  to 
avert  admissions  without  detriment  to  the  families,  and  once  a  family  was 
admitted  all  possible  steps  were  taken  to  secure  their  return  to  proper 
housing  within  the  community,  but  without  the  full  co-operation  of  all 
housing  authorities  this  is  a  very  difficult  problem  with  which  to  deal. 

Welfare  of  Residents: 


As  in  previous  years  some  residents  at  two  county  homes  went  for  a 
week’s  holiday  at  the  seaside  in  1959*  They  paid  the  cost  themselves 
having  saved  up  specially  for  the  holiday,  and  reduced  out  of  season  hotel 
rates  were  secured  for  them. 

Apart  from  the  above,  the  usual  arrangements  were  made  for  outings 
to  the  seaside  or  shorter  coach  trips  at  the  County  Council’s  expense. 

The  residents  also  had  outings  the  cost  of  which  was  paid  for  out  of  their 
own  Comforts  Funds,  and  outings  provided  by  organisations  and  persons 
interested  in  their  welfare  and  who  also  provided  various  types  of 
entertainment  at  the  homes  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  residents. 
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As  much  as  possible  is  done  to  interest  the  residents  in  diversional 
occupations,  and  although  instruction  is  given  at  some  homes  with 
successful  results  it  is  found  that  with  the  more  advanced  age  of  persons 
admitted  nowadays  to  what  it  was  some  years  ago  the  old  people  generally 
do  not  want  to  be  bothered*  For  the  same  reason  there  are  not  so  many 
residents  now  helping  in  the  day  to  day  running  of  the  homes  by  carrying 
out  minor  domestic  jobs  such  as  making  their  beds,  laying  the  taoles,  etc* 
even  though  it  could  mean  a  remission  of  their  maintenance  costs  if, 
of  course,  they  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  this  concession* 

The  residents  have  continued  to  derive  much  benefit  from  the  part- 
time  chiropody  service  provided  at  the  homes  and  there  is  no  doubt  tnat, 
judging  from  the  condition  of  the  feet  of  some  persons  on  admission  and 
to  the  success  of  the  treatment  given  to  them  in  the  Council 1 s  homes,  the 
operation  of  the  scheme  adopted  by  the  County  Council  for  providing  a 
domiliary  chiropody  service  for  persons  of  pensionable  age  will  meet 
a  great  need. 

Special  Housing  for  Elderly  People  -  Warden’s  Schemes; 

Further  discussions  with  Evesham  Borough  Council  resulted  in  the 
settlement  of  financial  assistance  from  the  County  Council  covering  the 
Warden’ s  scheme  and  welfare  facilities  in  respect  of  23  bungalows  and  a 
communal  room  for  old  people  in  the  borough* 

Proposed  schemes  in  other  districts  were  discussed  with  the  housing 
authorities  concerned,  and  details  had  yet  to  be  settled  at  the  end  of 
the  year  in  respect  of  schemes  at  Kidderminster  (Habberley  Housing  Estate) 
and  Redditch  (Batchley  Estate).  There  are  now  II  such  schemes  operating 
throughout  the  county. 

Clubs  for  Elderly  People: 

No  less  than  six  new  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs,  including  an  All  Day  Club 
at  Stourbridge,  were  opened  by  the  tv.V.S.  during  the  year*  At  the  end  of 
the  year  there  were  57  clubs  including  3  open-all  day  clubs  run  by  the 
V.V.S.  4  clubs  run  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  6  clubs,  including 
4  Sons  of  Rest  Clubs,  run  by  other  voluntary  organisations.  The  County 
Council  contribute  towards  the  running  expenses  of  these  clubs  on  the 
basis  laid  down  some  years  ago. 

Meals  on  Wheels: 

The  development  of  this  service  continued  in  the  year  under  review 
by  the  service  being  extended  to  Oldbury  Borough  and  Bromsgrove  Urban 
District,  the  other  districts  being  served  were  Kidderminster  and  Stour¬ 
bridge  Boroughs  and  Redditch  Urban  District,  all  administered  by  the 

w  *V  *S  * 


Since  the  1st  April,  1959  the  County  Council  have  contributed  towards 
the  cost  of  this  service  on  a  formula  agreed  with  the  voluntary  organisa¬ 
tions  which  it  was  hoped  would  encourage  future  development  whilst 
leaving  room  for  help  from  other  sources  to  preserve  the  spirit  of 
voluntary  service  by  'the  organisation. 

It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  the  number  of  meals  served  in  the  December 
quarter  (the  Oldbury  service  started  in  October)  was  more  than  the  total 
served  in  both  the  two  previous  quarters.  The  total  number  of  meals 
served  during  the  period  1st  April  to  31st  December,  1959  was  no  less 
than  11,432. 


PAGE  50 


Registration  and.  Inspection  of  Disabled  Persons  and  Old  Persons  Horae  a; 


During  1959  tv/o  premises  ceased  to  be  run  as  homes  for  old  persons  but 
the  proprietors  of  five  establishments  were  registered  under  Section  37 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  194# •  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  twenty  homes  providing  accommodation  for  187  persons. 

These  homes  continued  to  be  visited  and  inspected  periodically,  and 
the  attention  of  the  proprietors  has  been  drawn  to  any  matter  affecting 
the  well-being  of  the  residents  when  considered  necessary. 

Admissions  of  Chronic  Sick  Patients  to  Hospital: 

Reports  continued  to  be  provided  on  the  home  conditions  of  persons 
recommended  by  their  doctors  for  admission  to  the  chronic  sick  wards  of 
hospitals  to  enable  the  Hospital  Management  Committees  concerned  to 
assess  priority  of  admission.  During  the  year  24-8  such  reports  were 
made  compares  with  270  in  1958* 


welfare  of  the  Blind: 

General. 


At  the  31st  December,  1959  there  were  753  blind  persons  (323  males 
and  430  females)  on  the  county  register  as  compared  with  744-  (328  males 
and  1+lG  females)  at  the  end  of  1958.  The  number  under  1 6  years  of  age  was 
23  including  5  under  5  years  of  age  and  the  number  over  40  years  of  age 
was  670. 

Although  there  were  only  9  more  persons  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1959  than  at  the  31st  December,  1958,  there  were  no  less  than  111  new 
registrations  during  the  year,  74  of  them  being  70  years  old  and  over, 
and  only  16  being  under  60  years  of  age,  21  coming  within  the  6O-69  age 
group.  The  names  of  102  persons  were  removed  from  the  register  due  to 
deaths  or  because  of  moving  to  areas  outside  Worcestershire,  and  83  of 
these  persons  were  65  years  of  age  and  over. 

The  majority  of  the  persons  registered  are  still  in  the  70  and  over 
age  group  the  percentage  being  58  as  compared  with  59%  and  56%  at  the  end 
of  1958  and  1957  respectively. 

There  were  5  more  blind  persons  employed  at  the  end  of  1959  than  at 
31st  December,  1958,  the  total  number  being  69.  Of  these  13  were  in 
workshops  for  the  blind,  19  in  the  homeworkers  scheme  and  37  in  open 
industry. 

The  number  registered  as  partially  sighted  was  92  as  compared  with 
84  at  the  31st  December,  1958. 

It  is  difficult  to  find  any  new  form  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of 
the  efforts  made  by  the  persons  connected  with  the  Wore  ester  shire  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  Blind  on  behalf  of  the  welfare  of  blind  persons  in  their 
districts.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  needs  socially  and  otherwise  of  the 
Blind  are  well  catered  for  and  everyone  concerned  can  be  congratulated 
on  the  high  standard  of  the  service  provided  in  the  County. 
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Registration  of  Blind  Persons: 

Incidence  of  Blindness: 

During  1959*  the  number  of  Forms  B.D.8.  completed  in  respect  of 
persons,  other  than  school  children,  was  137*  Of  these  111  were  certified 
blind,  16  partially-sighted,  and  10  not  eligible  for  inclusion  on  either 
Register.  In  27  cases  domiciliary  visits  were  made  by  the  consultant 
ophthalmologist  and  3  re-examinations  v/ere  carried  out. 

A  Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially-Sighted  Persons: 


Cause  of  Disability. 

Cataract 

G-laucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasis 

Others 

Blind 

P/S 

Blind 

P/S 

Blind 

i  p/s 

Blind 

p/s 

(i)  Number  of  cases 
registered  during 
year  in  respect 
of  which  para.7(c) 
of  Forms  B.D.8  re¬ 
commend 

(a)  No  Treatment 

16 

1 

8 

- 

- 

1 

46 

2 

(b)  Surgical 

11 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Medical 

1 

1 

6 

- 

- 

- 

18 

- 

Optical 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

6 

(ii)  Number  of  cases 
at  (i)(b)  above 
which  on  follow 
up  action  have 
received  treat¬ 
ment. 

6 

1 

6 

- 

- 

19 

6 

In  view  of  their  age  and  general  condition  many  persons  either  refused 
or  were  considered  unsuitable  to  undergo  operative  treatment  for  cataract. 


Deaf  and  other  Handicapped  Persons: 

At  the  31st  December,  1959  there  were  156  deaf  and  796  hard  of  hearing 
persons  registered  with  the  County  Council. 

The  service  given  by  the  Worcestershire  and  Herefordshire  Association 
for  Work  Amongst  the  Deaf  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  on  the  lines 
mentioned  in  previous  reports  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  the  fullest 
co-operation  in  looking  after  the  interests  of  deaf  and  hard  of  hearing 
persons  was  given  by  the  Reverend  L.  Crellin,  Chaplain  Welfare  Officer  and 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Qrellin,  Lady  Worker  and  Lip  Reading  teacher. 

The  home  administered  by  the  Association  at  Malvern  was  fully  occupied 
during  the  year. 

The  number  of  persons  registered  with  the  County  Council  as  handicapped 
(apart  from  the  blind,  partially  sighted,  deaf  and  hard  of  hearing)  again 
continued  to  increase  and  at  the  31st  December,  1959  the  number  was  488 
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(254  males  and  234  females)  compared  with  44-6  (244  males  and  202  females) 
at  the  31st  December,  1958* 

The  seven  social  clubs  for  handicapped  persons  run  by  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society  and  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service,  continue  to  prove  very 
popular  and  I  must  once  again  record  a  word  of  praise  for  the  help  given  by 
members  of  these  and  other  voluntary  organisations  and  by  private  persons 
in  transporting  the  handicapped  persons  to  and  from  the  clubs. 

Arrangements  were  extended  this  year  for  the  handicapped  persons  to 
go  away  on  holiday,  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  W.V.S.  are 
to  be  commended  for  providing  this  welcome  change  for  handicapped  persons. 

The  interests  of  handicapped  persons  continued  to  be  looked  after  in 
other  ways.  Those  persons  wishing  to  carry  out  some  diversional  occupation 
were  either  instructed  by  the  Council’s  part-time  craft  instructress  or 
instruction  was  arranged  through  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  Many 
persons  produce  good  quality  articles  and  find  no  difficulty  in  disposing 
of  them  locally  and,  in  addition,  articles  made  by  those  handicapped 
persons  and  also  by  blind  persons  are  displayed  for  sale  from  time  to  time 
in  a  shop  window  available  at  the  county  offices  in  Worcester  and  particu¬ 
larly  during  the  Christmas  season  are  the  financial  results  very  satisfactory. 
Advice  continued  to  be  given  as  desired  on  general  problems,  how  to  obtain 
National  Assistance  grants,  and  as  regards  provision  of  wheel  chairs  and 
mechanically  propelled  invalid  vehicles  through  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Gadgets  to  overcome  disabilities  and  to  make  household  duties  easier  were 
either  provided  or  the  persons  concerned  were  assisted  to  obtain  them. 

Arrangements  continued  to  be  made  for  handicapped  persons  to  be 
admitted  to  homes  catering  for  their  particular  disabilities  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  15  persons  (other  than  blind)  being  looked  after 
in  voluntary  hones  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 


Civil  Defence  -  Welfare  Section: 


Personnel: 

At  the  end  of  1958  there  were  1093  enrolled  and  211  auxiliary  members, 
a  total  of  1,304.  The  end  of  1959  showed  an  overall  decrease  of  6,  the 
total  number  of  members  being  1298  comprised  of  1095  enrolled  and  203 
auxiliaries. 


Recruiting  Campaign: 

The  policy  of  carrying  on  recruiting  activities  throughout  the  year, 
has  been  continued  with  intensified  efforts  during  the  period  of  the 
National  Campaign.  These  efforts  were,  however,  affected  to  some  extent 
by  the  curtailment  of  the  activities  of  the  Ministry  of  Information  during 
the  period  just  prior  to  the  general  election. 

Storage  Accommodation: 

Storage  facilities  have  been  made  available  at  the  Rescue  Training- 
Site,  Hampton  Lovett,  for  emergency  feeding  equipment  hitherto  held  at  the 
Royal  George  Buildings,  St.  George’s  Square,  Droitwich,  and  the  use  of  this 
latter  accommodation  by  the  Emergency  Feeding  Officer  discontinued.  This 
move  has  facilitated  the  holding  of  practical  exercises  and  training  sessions 
at  Hampton  Lovett  and  has  enabled  the  accommodation  to  be  converted  into  a 
training  headquarters  for  all  sections  of  the  Corps  in  Droitwich  Borough. 
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Regional  Competition: 


In  the  final  round  of  the  Regional  Competition  the  Worcestershire  team 
v;ere  narrowly  beaten  by  the  team  from  Shropshire* 

Training  of  Volunteers: 

During  the  year  8  classes  in  Evacuation  and  Care  of  the  Homeless,  6 
classes  in  Emergency  Feeding,  2  classes  in  First  Aid,  2  classes  in  Home 
Nursing  and  2  general  refresher  courses  were  held  in  the  County. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Education  Officer  a  half-day  course  was 
run  for  the  School  Meals  Organisers  in  order  to  bring  them  up  to  date  with 
the  latest  developments  in  civil  defence  and  a  two  days  course  was  held  for 
eight  school  meals  Supervisors  who  had  already  undergone  a  certain  amount  of 
training*  These  personnel  have  agreed  that  in  an  emergency  they  would  act 
as  specialist  advisors  at  area  and  sub  area  controls* 

Rest  Centre  Accommodation  Earmarking: 

The  survey  and  earmarking  of  rest  centre  accommodation  has  continued. 
The  present  situation  is  as  follows :- 


Number  of  Rest  Centres 
Earmarked; 


Number  of  Persons  for  whom 

Accommodation  is  available.: 


September  1950  182 
December  1959  35& 
Percentage  increase 


18,255 

74,613 

308.7?? 


Women’s  Voluntary  Service  for  Civil  Defence: 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  valuable  assistance  which  the  W*V*S* 
have  continued  to  give  in  the  work  connected  with  the  Welfare  Section  of 
Civil  Defence.  Their  members  give  of  their  time  unstintingly  whenever 
called  upon  to  do  so  in  furthering  the  development  of  that  branch  of  Civil 
Defence  Work. 


I  should,  once  again,  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  H.  Parkes, 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  to  Mr.  J.  G-.  Parker,  Chairman  of  the 
Welfare  Sub -Committee  and  its  members,  for  the  advice  and  support  received 
from  them,  and  also  to  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  several  Visiting 
Committees  of  the  Council’s  homes  for  old  people  for  the  valuable  help 
and  time  they  have  given  in  the  administration  of  the  Welfare  Service. 

I  am  grateful  to  my  head  office  staff,  the  district  staff,  the  home 
teachers  of  the  blind  and  to  the  wardens,  matrons  and  other  staff  at  the 
homes  for  their  assistance  during  the  year. 
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Included  in  the  above  table  are  11  persons  who  were  admitted  direct  from  mental  hospitals. 

In  addition  to  the  above  52  (60)  persons  were  re-admitted  to  residential  accommodation  from  hospital  and  34  (27)  persons  were 
transferred  from  one  home  to  another  in  order  to  be  nearer  friends  or  relatives  or  to  provide  accommodation  more  suited  to 
their  needs. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  APPLICATIONS  BY  DISTRICTS  FOR  1959 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ADMINISTRATION 


The  whole  of  Worcestershire  has  been  for  several  years  what  is  known 
as  a  "Specified  urea"  in  which  all  milk  sold  by  retail  must  be  designated 
milk  (that  is  "Pasteurised",  "Sterilised"  or  "Tuberculin  Tested").  There 
are  other  descriptions  used  e.g.  Channel  Islands  Milk,  Tuberculin  Tested 
(pasteurised)  Milk,  but  they  must  all  conform  to  one  or  other  of  the  three 
basic  designations. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  issued  several  certificates  of 
exemption  during  the  year  authorising  the  retail  sale  of  undesignated  milk 
on  the  grounds  that  it  was  not  reasonably  practicable  to  enforce  the  com¬ 
pulsory  retail  sale  of  only  designated  milk  usually  owing  to  the  isolated 
nature  of  the  locality  concerned. 

The  work  of  enforcement  carried  on  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme 
has  more  or  less  put  an  end  to  the  improper  retail  sale  of  milk,  save 
perhaps  to  a  few  odd  customers,  almost  impossible  to  find,  and  perhaps  to 
caravaners.  Several  cases  were  considered  by  the  Committee  during  the 
year  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  prosecute. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations  1.94-9 

At  the  end  of  1959  there  were  eleven  pasteurisers  licences  in  force. 
There  are  now  no  dairies  licensed  by  the  County  Council  for  the  processing 
of  sterilised  milk.  At  one  time  there  were  two.  The  sales  of  this 
grade  of  designated  milk  do  not  appear,  however,  to  be  getting  less. 

At  nine  of  the  licensed  dairies  the  method  in  use  for  pasteurising 
the  milk  is  by  the  "holder"  process.  The  remaining  two  employ  the  high 
temperature  short  time  process,  known  as  the  H.T.S.T.  process. 

The  holder  process  requires  that  the  milk  shall  be  retained  at  a 
temperature  of  not  less  than  1A5°F.  and  not  more  than  150°F.  for  at 
least  thirty  minutes  and  immediately  cooled  to  a  temperature  of  not  more 
than  50°F« i  whilst  the  H.T.S.T.  process  requires  that  the  milk  shall  be 
retained  at  a  temperature  of  not  less  than  l6l°p.  for  at  least  fifteen 
seconds  and  similarly  cooled. 

There  is  a  relationship  between  the  temperature  of  the  milk  and  the 
holding  time.  The  higher  the  temperature  the  shorter  the  time  held  and 
vice  versa.  Both  systems  are  capable  of  completely  satisfactory  results, 
the  H.T.S.T.  system  being  however  more  suited  to  the  larger  dairies. 

It  is  obvious  that  more  and  more  of  the  smaller  dairymen  are  finding 
it  too  uneconomic  to  maintain  small  pasteurising  plants  and  I  think  the 
future  will  see  the  processing  of  milk  in  the  hands  of  fewer  and  fewer 
firms,  the  small  dairymen  functioning  as  distributors. 


There  has  been  no  development  in  the  use  of  cartons  instead  of 
bottles  but  numerous  milk  slot  machines  have  been  installed  in  the 
County  from  which  raw  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  in  cartons  can  be  obtained. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pasteurised  milk  samples 
collected  by  the  County  Council  during  1959*  It  also  shows  the  results 
of  samples  in  respect  of  processing  plants  licensed  by  other  food  and 
drugs  authorities,  but  supplying  milk  to  Worcestershire  schools  and 
institutions# 


Place  of 
Collection: 

No#  taken 

— 

Phosphatase  Test 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Void 

SCHOOLS 

i 

A 

17 

17 

17 

B 

100 

100 

- 

100 

- 

- 

C 

117 

11? 

117 

- 

- 

CHILDREN'S 

A 

4 

4 

4 

HOMES 

B 

22 

22 

- 

20 

r 

2 

C 

26 

26 

- 

24 

- 

2 

HOSPITALS 

A 

13 

13 

- 

13 

- 

- 

B 

38 

38 

— 

33 

— 

5 

C 

51 

51 

46 

- 

5 

A 

26l 

260 

1 

184 

r 

77 

DAIRIES 

B 

— 

_ 

C 

261 

260 

1 

18^ 

- 

77 

A 

295 

294 

1 

218 

77 

TOTALS 

B 

160 

160 

- 

153 

- 

7 

C 

I  455 

_ 

454 

1 

371 

•» 

84 

1 

A.  Milk  processed  at  plants  licensed  by  Worcestershire  County  Counci 
and  delivered  direct  to  the  consumer  by  the  licence  holders# 

B#  Milk  processed  at  plants  licensed  by  the  Worcestershire  County 
Council,  but  delivered  to  consumer  by  distributors  (also 
includes  milk  produces  at  plants  licenced  by  other  Authorities). 

C#  Total# 


Only  one  sample  having  been  found  to  fail  the  test  for  Pasteurised 
milk  out  of  a  total  of  455  samples  ffram  all  sources  is  very  good 

As  in  previous  years,  samples  for  biological  examination  are  taken 
for  the  Ministry  of  Health  at  one  of  their  Hospital  Farms# 
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Milk  in  Schools  Scheme: 


The  following  table  shows  the  grade  of  milk  supplied  to  schools  under 
this  scheme  (excluding  Oldbury) 


Grade: 

Pasteurised 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Undesignated 


No.  of  Schools  Supplied: 

291 

6 


A  census  taken  in  October,  1959  showed  that  4-9*536  children  out  of 
60,258  present  were  taking  milk,  a  percentage  of  82*2,  very  similar  to 
82*1  per  cent  the  previous  year* 

In  addition  there  were  58  non-maintained  schools  with  an  attendance 
of  7,039.  Of  this  number  6,623  children  were  taking  milk,  giving  a 
percentage  of  94*1* 

These  are  all  extremely  satisfactory  figures  and  I  am  sure  this 
success  is  due  to  a  large  extent  to  the  whole-hearted  co-operation  and 
help  from  the  teaching  staff* 

16  samples  of  raw  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were  collected  at  the  schools 
and  submitted  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis.  All  16 
were  negative  and  were  also  of  satisfactory  cleanliness* 

Biological  Sampling: 

The  County  Council  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  relating  to  the  prohibition  of 
the  sale  of  milk  infected  with  tuberculosis  and  also  milk  from  cows 
suffering  from  certain  other  diseases* 

The  folloYfing  Table  shows  the  number  of  biological  samples  collected 
by  the  County  Council  during  the  last  five  years :- 


Biological  Sampling: 


Year: 

No*  of  samples 

collected: 

No. 

Negative: 

No. 

Positive: 

Test  incomplete 

at  end  of  year: 

1955 

482 

4-74 

8 

1956 

522 

518 

4 

- 

1957 

484 

480 

4 

— 

1958 

481 

477 

4 

— 

1959 

4-99 

492 

- 

7  tests  not 

completed. 


The  County  is  no w  an  attested  area  and  has  been  so  since  1st  October, 
1959*  Bovine  tuberculosis  has  virtually  been  eliminated  from  all  herds  in 
the  County  with  the  exception  of  a  very  fev/  which  are  in  the  process  of 
being  "cleaned  up". 

This  is  truly  an  amazing  step  forward  in  the  field  of  preventive  public 
health*  Less  than  20  years  ago  we  talked  about  at  least  kCffi>  of  the  dairy 
cows  being  secretors  cf  infected  milk. 
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Brucellosis: 


All  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Worcester,  for  biological  examination  for  infection  with  tuberculosis 
are  also  subjected  to  the  test  for  the  presence  of  the  organisms  of 
brucella  abortus,  which  can  be  responsible  for  an  illness  known  as 
undulant  fever  in  those  who  drink  raw  milk  from  an  infected  herd 
thought  to  be  more  widespread  than  is  generally  admitted* 

482  samples  were  examined  in  the  Laboratory,  ten  being  reported 
positive,  or  2^.  The  percentage  last  year  was  5%  and  the  previous  figure 
just  over  Q%,  This  is  a  very  encouraging  reduction  and  probably  reflects 
the  growing  practice  of  most  progressive  herd  owners  in  recognising  the 
value  of  vaccination  against  the  disease,  which  economically  seriously 
affects  the  herd* 

The  view  has  been  expressed  that  (a)  undulant  fever  should  be  made 
a  notifiable  disease  (b)  that  notification  should  normally  be  followed  by  a 
pasteurisation  order  which  might  give  rise  to  payment  of  compensation  (c) 
that  regulations  should  require  food  and  drugs  authorities  to  carry  out 
ring  tests  on  samples  of  milk  in  chums  at  pasteurising  establishments  and 
other  dairies  at  least  once  every  six  months  and  (d)  the  aim  should  be  for 
all  milk  sold  to  the  public  to  be  heat-treated* 

Dairy  Harms: 

Ten  years  ago  the  number  of  registered  dair^r  farms  in  the  County  was 
about  1,500*  The  number  now  registered  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Food  is  1,192  (31*12«59) ®  Of  these  886  were  licensed  for  the 
production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  or  something  over  7 b-%* 

It  is  rather  surprising,  now  that  all  the  dairy  herds  are  free  from 
tuberculosis,  that  something  like  300  farms  should  not  be  licensed  for  the 
production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk*  Probably  the  explanation  is  that  the 
cowsheds  and  dairies  do  not  reach  the  required  structural  standards,  and 
very  likely,  too,  in  a  few  instances,  the  farmers  prefer  not  to  be  subjected 
to  inspection  of  their  premises,  the  routine  sampling  of  their  milk  supply 
and  are  prepared  to  ignore  the  bonus  payment* 

Cleanliness  of  Milk  Bottles: 


Cleanliness  of  milk  bottles  used  for  Pasteurised  Milk. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  results  of  random  sample  bottles 
collected  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1959* 


Total 

Sterile 

No*  of  colonies  developing 
on  Agar  at  37 °C  in  two  days 

Bacillus 

Coli 

Present 

Less  than 
100 

100  - 
600 

600  - 
2000 

Over 

2000 

322 

-4* 

CO 

171 

| 

29 

16 

22 

6 
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The  following  is  the  standard  adopted  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  for  judging  the  cleanliness  of  washed  bottles :- 

Not  more  than  600  colonies  per  pint  bottle  -  Satisfactory 


fairly  Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 


Over  600  and  less  than  2,000 
Over  2,000 


Food  and  Drugs  Authorities: 

The  County  Council  agreed  to  support  applications  which  the  Boroughs 
of  Halesowen  and  Stourbridge  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  become 
Food  and  Drugs  Authorities. 


Uater  Supplies  and  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes. 

I  think  it  can  be  said  that  before  long  practically  'all  rural 
localities  in  the  County  will  be  enjoying  piped  water. 

Hartley  Rural  District  are  no w  completing  the  last  stage  of  their 
regional  ?;ater  scheme  based  on  the  bore-holes  at  Astley.  Teribury  Rural 
District  are  about  to  embark  on  the  second  part  of  their  scheme,  whilst 
Up t on-up on-Severn  are  carrying  out  simultaneously  two  regional  schemes, 
the  Northern  and  South  Western.  Apart  from  a  few  small  extensions  to 
existing  mains  it  means  that  we  are  in  sight  of  a  complete  network  of 
mains.  It  has  been  a  long  job  only  made  possible  by  the  financial 
assistance  of  the  Ministry  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage 
Acts  of  1944  -  55  and  by  the  financial  assistance  given  by  the  County 
Council.  The  new  'Water  Boards,  when  they  are  established,  will  have 
had  much  pioneer  work  done  for  them. 

Now  will  fellow  the  schemes  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  it 
is  obvious  that  the  primitive  drainage  arrangements  which  were  perhaps  just 
able  to  deal  with  the  limited  amount  of  drainage  when  water  had  to  be 
carried  from  the  well  or  village  pump,  will  certainly  be  inadequate  for 
the  greatly  increased  volumes  resulting  from  piped  -water. 

Local  Inquiries: 

The  following  schemes  were  investigated  by  Engineering  Inspectors  of 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  G-overnment.  In  one  or  two  instances 
there  were  investigations  into  schemes  in  the  process  of  being  carried  out. 


District: 


Details : 


Date: 


Pershore  Rural  District 


Northern  area  water  supply 
scheme. 

Lower  Moor  sewage  scheme. 
Castlemorton  sewage  scheme. 


11.12.1959 

29.  9 • 19 59 

12.11.1959 


ii 


Upton  Rural  District 
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The  following  schemes  were  received  from  the  local  authorities  in  the 
County  for  the  observations  of  the  County  Council  with  a  view  to  qualifying 
for  grants  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Acts:- 


District: 

Nature  of 

Estimated 

Scheme: 

Cost: 

Bromsgrove  R.D. 

Enlargement  and  other 
improvements  to 

Wythall  sewage  disposal 
works. 

£25 ,425 

Droitwich  R.D. 

Extension  of  sewers 
in  Hartlebury 

£10,500 

Kidderminster  R.D. 

Water  Supply  scheme 

Hill  Pool  and  Drayton 

£5 ,065 

n  it 

Extension  of  Watermains 
Parish  of  Rock 

£1,602 

n  n 

Extension  of  Watermains 
at  Ribbesford 

£4,666 

Remarks: 


Observations 
given  in  support 


Observations 
given  in  support 

Observations 
given  in  support. 


it 


Per  shore  R.D. 


Fladbury  and  Charlton  £40,000 

joint  sewage  disposal 

scheme 


Observations 
deferred  for 
further 
consideration. 


Conservation  of  Water  Order: 

In  certain  areas  of  the  County,  mainly  in  the  northern  half,  which  is 
on  the  water  bearing  sandstone  strata,  a  licence  is  required  from  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  G-overnment  before  a  new  borehole  can  be  sunk 
or  a  greater  abstraction  of  water  made  from  an  existing  borehole  for  all 
purposes  other  than  domestic  requirements. 

Water  Supplies,  General: 

During  the  year  four  such  licences  were  issued,  one  to  a  local 
authority  and  three  to  private  individuals. 


The  year  1959  will  be  remembered  for  its  long  dry  summer.  Whilst 
great  care  had  to  be  exercised  by  several  undertakers,  except  for  one  or 
two  areas  (in  the  rural  districts  where  the  source  of  supplies  were  from 
shallow  wells)  no  serious  inconvenience  was  experienced.  The  Ministry 
has  suggested  that  following  this  experience  water  undertakings  should  take 
all  possible  steps  to  secure  their  supplies  in  the  immediate  future. 

During  the  year  the  Minister  held  an  Inquiry  into  the  application  of 

the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  to  sink  boreholes  at  Cookley  in 

order  to  abstract  a  daily  average  of  six  million  gallons  of  water.  There 

were  seventeen  objections  from  or  on  behalf  of  25  local  authorities  and 
industrialists,  including  the  County  Council,  on  the  grounds  that  the 
proposed  abstractions  would  or  might  seriously  affect  the  availability 
of  the  underground  supplies  of  the  area. 

The  Minister  decided  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  make  the  Order  as 
drafted  but  was  prepared  to  authorise  the  Company  to  construct  a  pumping 
station  to  take  on  an  average  three  million  gallons  of  water  per  day. 
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Re-Grouping;  of  Water  Undertakings: 

Some  progress,  although  not  much,  has  heen  made  during  the  year  in 
the  re— grouping  of  the  sixteen  water  undertakers  in  the  county.  The 
engineering  details  have  caused  little  trouble^  the  chief  stumbling  b-LOcm 
has  been  on  differences  of  opinion  on  the  question  of  variation  in  the 
charges  for  water  to  be  made  to  different  authorities  comprised  in  the 
same  proposed  Board* 

The  final  pattern  for  the  County  appears  to  be  the  following 


1.  North  We st  Worcestershire: 

A  draft  order  has  been  prepared  and  general  agreement  has  been 
reached  on  the  numerous  clauses,  except  on  this  contentious  matter  of 
variation  of  charges* 

Bewdley  Borough  Council 
Kidderminster  Borough  Council 
St ourb ridge  Borough  Council 
Stourport  Urban  District 
Bromsgrove  Rural  District  (part) 

Kidderminster  Rural  District  (except  Rushock) 

Marti ey  Rural  District 
Tenbury  Rural  District 
Droitwich  Rural  District  (part) 


2*  South  Worcestershire: 

Malvern  Urban  District 
Per shore  Rural  District 
Upton-upon-Severn  Rural  District 
Worcester  City. 

3.  East  Worcestershire: 


Evesham  Borough,  Evesham  Rural  District  and  part  of  Droitwich  Rural 
District  and  some  other  Councils  not  in  Worcestershire,  to  join  the  East 
Worcestershire  Waterworks  Company* 

The  remaining  parts  of  the  County  served  by  the  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Company,  i.e*  Halesowen,  Oldbury,  the  parishes  of  Hunnington 
and  part  of  the  parish  of  Romsley  in  Bromsgrove  Rural  District  and  the 
three  parishes  served  by  Birmingham,  i.e.  Cofton  Hackett,  Frankley  and 
Wythall,  all  in  Bromsgrove  Rural  District,  will  stay  as  they  are* 

East  Worcestershire  Water  (Bellington  Pumping  Station)  Draft  Order,  1959 

The  Company  propose  to  construct  a  pumping  station  at  Bellington, 
Chaddesley  Corbett,  for  the  purpose  of  abstracting  up  to  3^000^00^  gallons 
a  day  of  underground  water.  Subject  to  an  agreed  amount  of  water  being 
made  available  to  the  proposed  North  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board  it  is 
likely  that  the  formal  objections  against  the  Order  will  be  withdrawn* 

Birmingham  Corporation: 

The  City  of  Birmingham  have  intimated  that  they  are  faced  with  the 
problem  of  supplementing  their  present  resources  without  delay.  They 
indicated  that  it  was  proposed  to  submit  in  due  course  a  scheme  for 
abstracting  water  from  the  River  Severn  in  the  vicinity  of  Bewdley  and  that 
the  works  would  be  designed  to  yield  ultimately  an  average  daily  supply 
of  30  million  gallons.  It  was  intended  to  provide  a  balancing  reservoir 
in  the  same  locality  as  the  intake  works  and  the  proposed  ba.sis  of 
abstraction  was  that  no  water  would  be  drawn  from  the  River  when  the  rates 
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of  flow  at  the  intake  works  was  less  than  110  million  gallons 

per  day*  Records  show  that  the  flow  of  the  Severn  at  Bewdley  had  not 

dropped  in  30  years  below  80  million  gallons  a  day* 

The  outcome  of  this  was  that  the  Ministry  called  a  meeting  of  all  the 
authorities  taking  or  likely  to  t  ake  water  from,  or  otherwise  interested  in, 
the  River  Severn  with  a  view  to  initiating  a  complete  survey  of  the  River 
before  deciding  individual  applications*  This  is  all  the  more  important 
as  other  large  abstractors  of  water  are  taking  active  steps  to  get 
authority  to  increase  the  maximum  amount  they  are  now  allowed  to  take* 

Bromyard  Rural  District  (Draft)  Water  Order,  1939 : 

Bromyard  Rural  District  Council  want  to  take  up  to  810,000  gallons  of 
water  a  day  from  the  River  Teme  at  a  point  above  Knightwick*  As  the  flow  of 
the  River  in  dry  weather  is  over  23  million  gallons  a  day  no  objection  was 
raised  to  the  Order* 

Hou  sing : 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  houses  built  by  the  local 
authorities  and  houses  built  by  private  builders  in  each  area  of  the  County 
during  the  past  fourteen  years,  actually  from  1st  April,  1945  to  31st 
December,  1959*  I  have  also  expressed  the  number  of  houses  built  per 
1,000  of  population  for  purposes  of  comparison* 
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